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ﬁiﬁ FZI A, Leadership Crisis in Bangladesh fiTY fereTes,

Manzoor and his closest associates attempted to escape but were
captured and brought to the Chittagong Cantonment, where Manzoor
was killed under mysterious circumstances. The unexplained killing of
Manzoor and the swift removal from command of such Senior Officers
as Mir Shawkat Ali, former Commander of Jessore Garrison and
Principal Staff Officer to the President, and Air-Vice Marshal M.
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Sadruddin Chief of Airforce, folled by secret trial of Manzoor’s co-
conspirators and their execution in September, 1981-all cast serious
doubts in the minds of Political commentrators as to the reason behind
Zia’s assassination. Some believe that Zia was killed because he
wanted to bring about too critical a change in the traditional power
relationships or because he wanted to shift his power base from a
millitary-bureaucratic-industrial combine to a mass-oriental institutional
frame, According to this interpretation the deaths of Zia and Manzoor
can be attributed to a much bigger conspiracy. This interpretation also
suggests that opponents of critical change, comprising mostly those
with vested interests, are determined to maintain the status quo which
consists essentially of the dominationg of the political system by a
combincd elite of military, bureaucratic and entrepreneurial interests.
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raised quesitons in the public mind about the real truth of the events in
Chittagong on that fateful night in May, 1981 and the circumstances
surrounding President Zia and General Manzoor’s death.
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