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Ten years ago. those of us who were
reading superhero comics, principally Marvel
and DC books, were always greeted with the
same characters in the same situations. Nothing
really changed; the old groups might slowly
change members, the new groups come and go,
but the characters were constant.

Of course, this annoyed a lot of us, who
were demanding more out of comics. “We want
REAL stories! We want CONSEQUENCES! We
want to know what would happen if...!" we
would tell our friends, our favorite editors in
letters, and (if we were lucky) our local comics
retailer. For the most part, however, little
changed; editors didn’t want to alter a formula
which had worked for twenty years.

Those who wanted more from comics had
few options open to them. Those, like myself,
who had limited access to comics of any kind
gave up altogether and went on to other media.
Those in major cities were sometimes able to
sample alternative titles (ELFQUEST,
CEREBUS, ALBEDO and the undergrounds).
Some fans even managed to stay loyal to their
favorites despite their limitations.

Then, not too long ago, things began o
move. CRISIS ON INFINITE EARTHS.
SECRET WARS. Slowly, doubtfully at first, the
writers, artists, and editors began shaking down
their universes. The X-Men “died”. Robin
REALLY died. Slowly but surely, new ideas and
character development became the norm rather
than the ption. With the superhero boom
sparked by the birth of Image, pressure rose on
the older, established companies to keep
providing more new and innovative ideas to keep
sales up.

Now, in the current deflating comics
market, we have a surfeit of change. Ideas and
innovations have been replaced by gimmicks and

promos. Every month, the characters which
have held our loyalty for thirty years may be
redefined, recast, or even totally eliminated...
and put back in place the month after that. The
Spider-Man who has quite literally been around
ALL MY LIFE wrns out to be a clone- what's
more, a clone supposedly destroyed in a
furnace. Superman dies, comes back. thinks
he's dead, fakes his death. The X-Men changed
history for four months, then changed it right
back. Stability is a rare commodity in many
comics; in some it is lost altogether.

On the other hand, there are books outside
of superherodom which provide a good balance
of story, character, and art. which provide
g h and change at a more ic rate;
neither too slow for the revisionist, nor too fast
for the traditionalist. AP happens to have a few
choice examples: NINJA HIGH SCHOOL.,
GOLD DIGGER, TIGERS OF TERRA, and
ALBEDO, Other good books, new and old,
include THIEVES AND KINGS, SCUD the
DISPOSABLE ASSASSIN, NEXUS,
REPLACEMENT GOD, and most of the
manga translations available from AP, Viz, and
Studio Proteus.

In this period of constant shock-tactics in
the mainstream comics media, it can be
comforting to find a read which doesn’t include
a Life-Changing Decision in every issue. From
thick to thin, from static to chaotic, the books
wh:ch prosper wlll be the ones whlch provide

g h, story inuity, and reader
interest in measured an appropriate amounts.
Those books which rely on cither an excess or a
total lack of change will suffer; those which
value substance and excellence over style and
glamour will come out on top.

I intend to stick with the winners.
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NOW YOU WILL DIE!
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