NENTBOSKS—



Itai no wa Iya nanode Bogyo-Ryoku
ni Kyokufuri Shitai to Omoimasu

— I hate being in pain, so I think I'll make a full defense build —

- VOLUME 9 -

-AUTHOR-

Yuumikan

-ILLUSTRATOR-

Koin

[ Asian Hobbyist ]




I mmﬁ&@f
ww A ‘)“'-‘***'i'i“‘”

\\ |
¥ N

Mii's STATUS

Lv86

HP 635/635
MP 174011740,/ RN |
[STR 20] \‘ \

[VIT 70]

[AGI 85]
[DEX 30]
[INT 150]




- 'LJ—_L——'J

BB oF v Y AT

-




N m.m
)

i

AN
~ hilric

[ Orim e

W~ e 58







CONTENTS

All points are divided to VIT.
Because
a painful one isn't liked.

70o0-7 PRl b &N FEER,
FAflR{E & ATBIE
FrfElf b & RIED o
Rt {EEIRIVE,

i b [ A il Lo

P EEHIN—FT 11—,

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

|||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||



r||||||||||||||||| 1048 4070 7¢ 1
NewWorld Online STATUS [llswe $ROA

MMHE xvr 7}[; IIHam:\ r
[T 200/200 M) 22/22

PROFILE
R R D AIE L

F— LDERE>F=D B ICERY) L.
EALGIRE /A XA BB ABEN
ERDBATHRELDAHHBECLNER
T.REORRETRAB=ZRIPESIED
LIELIE. BRTIE. 5505 REEDL
LoD 4LnEhELE LD 2—AFI
ZIPEAL.

/. ! /[

tsTR3 000 £vit2 15180 faeiZ 000
Wex3 000 ot 000

I3 « g J IM&R/F o BR

|| R/ 38 oo AR

lln%RE 1 15 73R>S L
T

77440

S—WETEYY  G#lE BERSL MR H%%  BE  AE—FKF¢
HP3&{L/h  MP#{L/)  FEOME

KEDDEB HN=L=FN  Hii— EFP=RH=K  HIvE&— 9199 FIUS
wpE EEIEE AHRSD . BEmSO. #HEmSL. RS0

FEOFEE 85 TA—bLR  SECEE #E#  ABOWE HTOK
BREF] XIOEE RREOG BRI AWk  TEOK

TAME MONSTER

Il Hame ":':..rn‘:fj wmUOBEHhERZROE A8~
BX{L WER XB% .

SKILL




r||||!|||||||||||l 6892 1179 0604 1
NewWorld Online STATUS [llswe $8ODZA

mﬂmi 'U' l}— IlSﬂl]’\
[N 32/32 [T 130/130

PROFILE
s ELEDERE

A1 TIOBRRTHEETHS. LoDV
EFEOVPH REBWT. AT NE—HIC
F=LEZELEZEARDIHT TV BR
OERN_T)iHmE/I MR INEL. ERRY
LEPHETLAV—AFILT.H50DH
REEET 5.

wsTRZ 125 tvir3 000 taeis 170
WEXS 045 TiNt3 060

IlUIPMEH

||7kﬁ03?77— ot S

KB a—p o X35
ll#D%RITE

SKILL

HERAWY FTa4T7IARTLAT WE

H)oTFI9Y  INI=FR9YT  AAIFFRIVYT E2RA/bTFRYT

MRV WV ARGED  KBEEN  EMGEN  ERGED L MRGED L eREND
mhhdgdek  ERE{K

MPiE{fesh . MPAhvbeh  MPE{EEREE(EP BtE)  IREUEREEN
BmAROLEX  FEODFD

RERWIED  SEcERD SRERHMI LOUEI RV 1y sF1l
FHEL &) kikX  HKkX  ENY

BinE HRE  BY) BAAZ S/ TW O REOVT KE kS
RAD\E AWK KEBENV

TAME MONSTER

SUL AL N CREDR T SMDES AR—
B B985 WBFRER .




r|||1[||||||||||| L3729 1 1
NewWorld Unline f“f'fxt'f'l"f:; “lnuuu ﬁﬂ)*

m“m 7nb ||I¢.ururnu\
M 940/940 M 53!52

PROFILE
FRAEN/ LR

NewWorld Online T <h5&40H5
hizEi7L1v— mEERFE<HIICE
BARABDAMTINERLKBENT.EA
BHRICEH50%DHETHP1Z27% L T
ASNBI1-_—V/%H%2HF5. 88 LOE
AFLERESTLURECHREHIFT 5,

estr3 135 twird 175 faeid 040
Dex3 030 £wr3 020

IEEEL s @mmSL

I BEDEE B

|| M2 BEE <o RIRSL

|| D DESE w1 7oK-APPF4T

|ERnER | |lsxenike
ll#tnzeiiE

SKILL

PE EER  =NEFEvo  hilE BERSL  ABGE R

SREH(AH|

PhEE  PAFTHET1. NE—KF1

HP#E{LX HPEHEEREME{EX  MPEED FEOMmE

ABODLEX  BAODRX  HN—=L—=TFX HN— EFP-RAH-F HIs—
H—k#*—7 Bk FHEOH KXBEOEBVI  BHHOERV

HES WEEM AZUEY  EESM KEED  #REREX

BV |EEVI EN)

REOX FTEOTHESE /NSMe-V2d REOR &Rk Bl

AME MONSTER
-3/ inl 5@ THEERETIMNES 24—

I

|
wRs TRRH . o

l



r LU0 000 TE0
NewWorld Online STATUS s #ROA

MMHE{I h: \ r
[T 100/100 T 100/100

B—imOEER
E/ILNISENCTEDYETSTERBD
GEBEN T L1y —.7F—LTBEREY
<lB.BR.RB.717LEERENRSDIE
IcEhERUTWS . BRICIEEDEDS
EWAAAINEof=h miald IR iE
EFPATLTHYTSIED.

oSTRZ 045 tvird 020 TaeiZ 080
WExG 210 Tiwrs 080

ll@aBDNYy7—-X
| @&FLNT=HN v RBPREBSE

l|#&Ftons/a—b «mEIH
lIaEOLF A -X

|| #EHLOT—Y s
llF—>avE—F § I PA7LE~F
ll#n%RITE

SKILL

AbZA7

SEOLEX  EEOEEX

BAERIhEE(ER RIERBEX  RIEEERLEX

SEEBEMA  EEREREX

KERFHED LOUVEV ER

EX  MEEX #EX BEeX IX HHEX REX  REX KKV KV
ENY

WaROMEX  BRRR 2 HECSNV E9FE E9F

TAME MONSTER

FATLIEE VHAI o




r||||[||||||||||| |
NewWorld Online STATUS [[feve $BOAR

m:imlé ”ZE ||Hasumi\
[T 435/435 [ 70/70

PROFILE
MED)—R& Y —

A7y —ELTE/VERNEFHFDOT)
FEONOEET LAV —. —H5INTHEE
ZEAShBBEER VBT XM7Y
J—OMBEAIVEICIEODERHENT
WB. BBICEU TR BT AT Z2EY
LB D5HD.

wstR3 205 tvir 080 taei 090
WEX3 030 Tint3 030

I1UIPHEH

SKILL

=B &Y H-FTL 7 HWLWL REYY Bl R

WX 7wk @ NT-F-—-F  §HEFY)

HPE(EX  MPéE{ch IEEadkd BEI  FEER  ASUFNEX EEREFEX
KiEmtEh % EREX

B#OLHBX . J00EX . RIOEEV  JIOEREVI

FIBIV | EEVI KV KGKVI L BESRVI L ENY)

EBROTE K BE BAH  BNE HERS OR

TAME MONSTER
BOFHSOFWEBELT BEL

BEXE REE ..




r||||||||||||||||| i 1
NewWorld Online STATUS [llswe #ROA

[ HFF 1Y ™ “
D 335/335 [T 250/250 /

F

PROFILE

AEShEX T RlED
PHMLBEED. TSR REENERD
RFTAY— ZOHEDIAGFESL
EBIDRATIED BBREAC TN
ERITERTMR<ES ML LMEEDS
AICRBBRELTARYZLTELIENT

II Ol
o

STATUS

on
puir]
=
[

[ ]
d
[ & 3 |

cir3 010 2aer3 090
WExg 050 Tt 110

EQUIPMENT

|44 OME ~n hFEE

41 +vDF+R5yh-VI
llEDI—k-VI | [[HEOLF2 -1
|l sEnT—Y -V

I AR—=KD 1 ¥ J

lIFELD/0—7 } [|#0ORITE

SKILL

FEEDDISV | R Ekg

MP3E{ksR  MPHvbeh  MPEHEZRESE{LA  REMEES FERONE
KBGEVD . OKBGEV . RBDEVI L EREEV . MERGED . ERENEVI
REERE FEZOR

REERS

-
rl
.

TAME MONSTER
IBOLR 7. 1 v—0ientac—T&3251 4

BE 9H .«




r||||||||||||||||| o 1
NewWorld Online STATUS [llswe $BROA

MI‘MHE 7{ I Mai \
[N 35/35 [ 20/20

BFDEREEE
AL TINHBAHIRLERFOREEIEY
DOETLAYY—OREN. 21D T 8
DE|ICALTADEDICHE —FmRE-TUS,
F—LAEEmEOHNBHZIFS. AEEO
MaEs=Z N/ T —THR_T S,

STATUS
wstR3 490 tvirs 000 taei 000
WEX3 000 Tint3 000

EQUIPMENT

|| Rk R48- X

75y 7R=IELA-X
I75v7E=na17-X

75y ok=N1—X-X
IhxUFRy R lnsin—-7
Il #2118

SKILL
HINWAGT  HTWNAININ  FTNANZAY
WA AHRODEX

£

RmegE BIRE  XHRsO . REH®R

TAME MONSTER
ROEBHHHHOMDELAS2—

W= TSAbAS— ele.




m“mldr v \
[N 35/35 [ 20/20

WFODREEET

AATNDBAHAIRLERFORERIRY
VOETLAIY—OFBNh. v1TOBT.V
A ED)ERImETIAGHRYBREWN. F—LA
EmEOWNIENEFE EEMOML S

AHBFHROERRITTHRT S,

STATUS
wstR3 490 tvirl 000 taei 000
WEX3 000 Tivt3 000

EQUIPMENT
E 5 Dol =t 1 4

l&R74 R RE—=IVEL R X

EZE i\ % S VR

IF74 =2 —X X
(O3 Ok o7 || (P21%744= L)
ll#D%RIH%

=
3 )

g

SKILL

HAINART  HINAING  FTVANZ14YT
BRE{EX  AKBROOEX

e e

RezE WEI  XHMS0  KEHER

TAME MONSTER

II vame T3-S SRS ERELT DL HOE SR E S
ND=21F TSApA4A— ele.




rllllillllllllllll
NewWorld Online STATUS [l|sve SESE2%

OUTLINE

LHREEICNo. 1DJEFIVE

My TS ADRNERAT=T LAY —I=EHH~> = ARBEF IR T. BEEA X PDOFILE
W TRELO—EEELA. MENEORIRICILSE. JL1Y—T15hoE—BED
hTLa,

Guild Member
"1 IEHAHE % 4 \

FB—EANNNIT—IEZROTHE. SHLPREEDODENZHRIL
BT TLBrTTLAY— . BEHEA N FTREOBIENHSXA
17N aHE—HENEZAETENDD .

TAME MONSTER

[[me L EEEESTTE

e KLY R N
[E]|DREEF OAE -4 7 OEHEN. E—RE1 /R TIE
“NTHY. - ERFBICHERVVBETREBELLED S S,

TAME MONSTER

|| vame Sr4r K7y SR

=
¥
L]

e LTV A N\

HoWAMEEZWLL TERT AMEEN. FOREEEHL. K
BB HEEBLLITO.BHOOBEEEEEICA T L —
mhHY). B —ICSA D ERPT,

RSNl TAME MONSTER
-__,1\{.‘ Il Name J =) ER=IANNS

r P = K57 \

EALEERBLWERELENT— T 72—, F—EANUNT
BEMICABRAERS. ZOREMEDFIEARASTIND.

IN TAME MONSTER
|| one 7 — 2 PRSP




r HIRImmm
NewWorld Online STATUS [[jere 33/

OUTLINE

STICBREE>OHEHOSWLFIF
HY ACHEETHD (BT S10EET EURAN—HEEICHEL TOAOHHEE.
SAOEEMNBKNERARICEDT 120, B LD BB PEESELE 525N -1831%
iy,

Guild Member
V- IEHAHE -":"'..‘I' \

AFI([#F) PhiFT 2R BIEROMEEV . BSRANTREZBD
| RELAFEEZERTH—H MPOERHSBLL.HLLL -5 —
BERLTVBLET T . RUETEVDDHKIFE,

4B TAME MONSTER

|| pome f G =R 2T BESIA

II|HAHE TIVIR \

| BAOBEEBRELREBET DSy —. ETHROEVER
| C.EORBEREREDDIHIEFIRALN—DEE—BE I
M TS,

/; »
4 ; §-- _ TAME MONSTER

Il Hame ?U? BEHEEZHALF

e |
IﬂHAHE _-;-Ij‘ | ) = \
SADZEEXIBE—S—THY) MPREPHLE. BEAEELEE
BLAFINESHFHEL TS, ZOREDSFILE X/ —IC1E
(W& EBDATINE,

U2l TAME MONSTER

|| vame 2N ) B ES=E ]

mums I3 \

(AR EVVD —DDRIEEHONELRRICHHESETHRRT S
BENAMAZANERFS. TOFHUOZETHEEHTS. HAS
ERBWMITM /IO,

TAME MONSTER

Il Name "31:/ ik T




NewWorld Online] &@#87t

r .
[NewWorld Online]
raEﬁﬁ

(= %

Z20S8NAYF— 0N HBINRNR AR\ —F
Be<>O° B0 VEKSImER DAY
F—WEEVEDHMe RONELCSRKROSHE
ERVNBSWE IMEERESRNATANSVOR

<1

"

=
i)
40N
=
£,
.H_.“
+“_|
IJM
ir

[INE X

Z2O0P—UNKEHRIO|RMESARINIR—L
) S0 R EIEC |EROHER KB BN
MEEKRRVSD HESd RSB VELYSH
DARRDAYTF—WHFEIOHRHENR  Z0 O DHK L
WU REWENES FLURERVOMRER
S K2 LI RO 210D S b fHioe°

SHEVKENMNISR AT N2 —DIIENN S | BR
O R—L D PENATKA T2 WK S°

r ... 1
=l w5
b B
3 i
[
™ 3 <l
BTN
EH??
+ A QY
MMthm
Ny Hao®E
v x X aw
..uf,._n_..n.r._aA
NS Ry
XRL 2
14 .r.f_._ux "
@%mﬁﬂu
l=H )| 2%
FWN@xﬁﬂ-

#RHR | |BEINCNLCEMEUIR L AKIKIREK
BWR XY DN_IPH L (MO K] Wik EHE R
FBHLKNL— 00 [ NS B0 LE

D—=RDINIVISV®

AYN B K2 [REvER] o e

B M= [ERNE] v BEORKOL

r Bh PO 1

Mt%:@

R
H?%Mé
mB.dl.m.Am.rJ
[T
R T W S
Ji....__._.“__*_ﬂ..D -

Il e R W
ERoN2
B
V.mf..&f.ﬂ.?um
Y Izu_un"#...l-.t
J..l.._.l.m__:._.ﬁ_e
B & | £
1] 3 ._ﬂ....bm
rﬁ;,.mu_?ﬁﬁh

EA~<wFk
Za=wF Iz 3MMEREE »2£2—-%0F

L.¥DEVYAZ=HFOsTTEFATLER
HEAR U AXTROFEERBWHFHET2

P

b
[
—
1.
o
8
tf |




NewWorld Online] &8t

(E N

HOfURLRNER VENCHE r# Ve E
VBEIKRBRR/R/KWVRLONES Ny —LChESH
HEJIRTHTOS VO NSRBI VO RN
YIRIREKBEWEMOSR FeF2L 8 0#EUY
BEERSRVSOARRE|I WLUHOLRY
AL N2 B 10—°

£ M= [EEE] & BEEoikoi

r m_EﬁmmLmJ
o L
ﬁqummnﬁ
PIRa RO KK
HoMaKSpo
Tlgoed cud
N%Hmuﬁtwm_m
Yol - ¥m et
At~ Tod
YnédpReE)
B | (B@aNS
B5SweE8wa¥ys
rﬁiaﬁﬁuu.m#lk

Ze=wFi:Bhas@EHios 2

S—%FfL. thE¥hitHLFA

VEEEHBTWBERER A<V
tbdHn,

SwHdLT[Fvevbfera]r

LL*'}?-‘F FLMFovF LI

VAFAEWVD

BE M3 A5 2

rﬁi@#-{vb

IHESHEIE < N\LR0 | -RIVUH IO MK K
WEH RVHIS! | N SRMAMK[ILEKSEHD
N KBS0 E Y RECHEKRNV Eo KL
EROUBHECHKREENPONMIEEHW v/ 021
HOPS RECHOUIMAS SR IOV
BOSSHORV RKMABMYESE2RUR
O NN KO RER P CRECE (VKK
W4

I H E A

| ER2LQ2LCHIHKN KHSHBEIIVDS
IOCHUETE® NN L H AR — L H @ 46 1 i 1
Fana VUSRI 5% HEEH LSOO RUNNORR
V HIRWPKHEISHHBERIIM BOoOTKID
MERSHIVSOERARIRR XY NILH
EREEIVP YT AYCHESSKBROELUSE <

HHE] & B OO

HPoEEF R LNy
A veMLE¥DBE D%
Beotz—F.41—-48B1%
SAxNERBL.tOoBDHD

AXATWIIRESA A s
L;:ﬁaﬁ-mﬁa

TR EDRBBA P,

r!:‘»'.lﬁld-{:xi'-




NewWorld Online] &2

I < %

NAYTF—LR0SELHI0E 28 B {ID Wl
HRER BREIVAOBCRRVOUKIRESHDONIVR
NR° N SEEMEE I il SNV RRR LK -GS
ZERPLRBELER LD HMVRP AKX B —D HEH
ERNRNLHADNV BRSPS RHIb SR —1
O & LOVARD L WK R XY NIBRDAD
LPO—S N U | <X IVEKKW TR’

"IN TR —

KRV 2R P W EHE R L AN K — Vg
RSV IREXRY NIV D —D IOV | FELIE
DSMWHAOMNNVELHMINCNLRIRHD WS
B ol o°

1 APE21H ‘
#wx%ﬁﬂh
P
Whﬂatm
L?fimﬂ
fﬂﬂ.b?u@,
P PYEW0
Mewh s
W T 0 D

SERIRELES
dmﬁﬁﬁiﬂﬂ
Y .Humf.,u..nmﬂ
At b
LT d

(SN \

PREHSECE VW HE DR XJL T’ Bhl
BB VRBFELBRRINAITF—WHEINRHDA®
NVEBKSEES NESHORSHAK K —WER
e MNVRHAKRN VU H R IHAK R —®
HUSSMORS [ESK]ISHEYE GYSNAY

Fivnes
28
wl e %
L
~EWent
hExEg?
{gv=u?
clR&as

_ﬂ_t.__e_.ﬂm
e By
BR8N
ﬂ&mﬁﬁf
pv¥Egs
gicfw€
:w%yﬁm
YAaDlsag
Jl.___m.u...l.ufn*
ByusEoH 5
Mo L
r!uTH_WumI.FL

___ To be continued...




CHAPTER 295
DEFENSE SPECIALIZATION AND
THE MAIN BATTLE

As Maple and the others spent their days busily raising their monsters’s levels, the day
of the main battle finally arrived.

They discussed their direction one last time and then waited to be teleported to the
field.

The eight of them would be taking on the field with the highest difficulty, and if you
survived until the end, you would receive 5 medals.

“It seems like you can also get other medals by killing monsters on the field. So it would
be great if we can collect more than the ones for surviving. Considering how the battle
is set up... I think we’re supposed to decide if we are going to stick together the entire
time or not.”

Like Sally said, the more of the optional medals you collected, the stronger you would
become.

And these medals you got on the field would go to every party member. In other words,
if Maple acquired 1 medal, then each of the other members would also get 1 medal.

If they all split up and defeated strong monsters, they would be able to acquire a lot of
medals. However, there was also a possibility that they could die, and the number of
medals they received for surviving would drop.

“It says that there is a specific time when strong monsters come out. I think we could
gain the most by gathering together when that happens, while generally spreading out.”

“Yeah. Surviving is important. But [ want to get as many medals as possible!”

“Well, even if we split up, I think it would best if it was just in half, while considering
who works best with who.”
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Kanade suggested, and the others agreed. It was then decided that Maple, Sally, Yui,
and Mai would make one team, while Kanade, Izu, Chrome, and Kasumi would make
the other team.

As it was clear that Maple should be teamed up with the three that could be one-shotted
if they were ambushed, they came to this decision in an instant.

“Let’s do our best during the main fight too!”
“Yes, Yui.”

“Is it almost time?... Oh, here it comes.”
“Alright! Let’s all survive until the end!”

Those were Maple’s final words as she raised her fish into the air. The others followed.
And like that, the members of Maple Tree were enveloped in light as they were
teleported away.

When the light faded around them, they saw that they were in the same field once
again. As for their starting point, it was like a wasteland or desert, where only sand
and rocks could be seen.

“It's a good thing that we have a clear view. There doesn’t seem to be any players
around...”

“Yeah. However, it seems that we have a visitor already!”

Great waves appeared in the sand, and then gigantic worms that could have swallowed
the entire party began to appear before them. Once they detected Maple and the others,
they opened their mouths and attacked.

“Alright! ‘Dedicated Affection’!”

Maple activated the skill in order to protect everyone. As the clouds of dust rose into
the air, all of the attacks were neutralized. At the same time, each of them called out
their tamed monster and then went out on the attack.

“There’s no time to put them in place... Fay, ‘Item Buff’!”
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Izu threw the attack strengthening item onto the ground, and a red light enveloped all
of them. Once that was over, Yui and Mai got onto their tamed monsters and jumped
out.

o nn»
!

Power Share’! ‘Bright Star

o nn»
!

Power Share’! ‘Bright Star

Mai and Yui gave the order and a spherical effect bounced off of Tsukimi and Yuki. This
caused great damage to all of the worms that were close to them.

However, they still had a lot of HP remaining. But this was no surprise, given that it
was the highest difficulty.

“I won't let you get away! Kasumi! Sally!”

“Yeah! ‘Blood Blade’! Haku, ‘Super Enlarge, ‘Paralysis Poison’!”

nn”
!

“Oboro! ‘Binding Barrier

Haku suddenly grew very large next to Kasumi. It quickly wrapped around and strangled
the worm while paralyzing it so that it couldn’t move. At the same time, Oboro stopped
a different worm from moving.

“Necro, ‘Fire of Death’!”

Once they were unable to move, Chrome, who was equipping Necro, began to shoot
out flames, accelerating the damage.

It was here that Mai and Yui, along with Tsukimi and Yukimi, began to pommel the
worms. This was too much, and the worms were unable to withstand it, and they
exploded. The other words seemed to understand that they were at a disadvantage,
and they dove back into the sand and escaped.

Dust filled the air once again. And when it settled, the field was as quiet as it was before.
“Oohh! Amazing! All of your monsters are so strong!”

“But we weren’t able to Kkill all of them... Still, it was easy to fight since you were
protecting us, Maple.”
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“Monsters other than the ones we were attacking also died. All of the tamed monsters
were so strong!”

Yui and Mai said as they looked at the others with awe and respect. Sally, Kasumi and
Chrome looked puzzled.

“Eh? No, [ didn’t think it was that impressive.”
“Yeah, me too. Though, Haku’s attack power was a little high...”

“Hehehe... Sou! Over here.”

Kanade laughed with amusement when he saw how confused they looked. Then he
called Sou. What then appeared from the huge shadow of Haku, was Sou, who now
had white hair, and had clothes made of a pink mesh with frills and ribbons. In other
words, Sou looked exactly like Yui.

“What!? Me-me!?”
“Yes. I borrowed your attack power for a little while. It really was impressive.”

Sou had been acting in a state where the appearance and status were reflected by the
skill. So if it was mimicking Yui, then it stood to reason that its attack power would be
tremendous.

“Ohh. Kanade’s tamed monster is strong too. That really increases the possibilities in
terms of strategy...”

“That being said, looks like its time is up.”

Kanade said. Just then, Sou’s body was enveloped in light, and then it returned to being
a transparent slime.

“It’s over pretty quickly, but the cool down time is long. Still, it’s interesting, isn’t it? It
can turn into party members that it memorized in advance.”

Like this, Kanade’s team had plenty of attack ability. And then the four of them started
to look around.

“Ah! Sally. Are there any medals on the ground?”
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“Hmm. Let me see.”

There was nothing around that looked like a medal. Perhaps it meant that those worms
were just stock monsters.

“We’ll die if we let our guard down.”

“I suppose this is what the hardest difficulty is going to be like. Alright, let’s look for a
place where we can get our bearings. You can all ride on Haku.”

And so the rest of them returned their tamed monsters to their rings, and then got on
top of Haku’s back. And like that, the snake slithered through the desert.
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CHAPTER 296
DEFENSE SPECIALIZATION AND
THE MARSHLANDS

The desert was connected directly to a forest. And since there were no monsters around
them, they decided that it was a good place to split up.

Sally checked her map again and told the others the direction they would take.

“All of our party members will be displayed on the map. So we can separate here and
then regroup shortly before the strong monsters come out.”

“Yeah, that sounds fine. We should go to the forest then. Maple’s team can go to the
marshlands.”

“Okay! I'm going to find lots of medals!”
“Oh! And I'm going to find promising monsters and hunt them!”

While Maple waved her hand wildly, they separated from Chrome’s team and started
ther search for medals.

“Alright, since ‘Dedicated Affection’ is still activated, let’s go and explore.”

“Yes, let’s do that! Are you fine, Mai and Yui?”

“I'm fine!”

“I'm fine!”

“Let’s go then!”

Now that they had tamed monsters, Mai and Yui could move faster than when they rode

on Syrup. Mai and Sally got onto Tsukimi’s back, while Yui and Maple rode on Yukimi.
And like that, they dashed through the marshland.
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“Still, this field really is big. Hmm. Where should we look...”
“Hehehe. I thought this might happen... Look at this.”

Sally said as she sent the other three a message. It was a photo of Sally’s map during
the preliminary.

“Since it’s supposed to be the same map, | marked down some likely places. I think it
could be useful. Of course, I sent it to the other group as well.”

“You're amazing, Sally! Uh, we're currently right here, so...”

The three of them compared the image with their current map and found a mark that
was close by.

“Ah! Maple, there is one in this marshland too!”

“Oh, there is!”

“Yes. So why don’t we go there first? Mai, I'll give you instructions.”
“Okay, got it. Tsukimi!”

As they had decided their first destination, the four of them started to move towards
it. There were almost no obstacles in their path. It was just water and short plants.

“It's in the center, right?”

“Yes. Well, [ doubt we will reach it so easily!”

As the four of them walked on, they were suddenly surrounded by dolls made of water
and mud that rose from the ground. The things dragged their feet while moving closer
and closer to them.

“Wh-what should we do!”

“Leave it to me. Syrup! ‘Sinking Earth’!”

Maple gave the order. And the ground around Syrup began to change in property. And
the dolls that had appeared from it began to sink.
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“Our main objective is to survive... Mai, Yui, let’s get out while we can!”

“Yes. They have no magic attacks and they move so slowly... I think they’re the type
that are dangerous if they catch you! I'll create a platform!”

HOkay!"
“Okay!"

They activated Star Step in order to move faster, and then they used the platform that
Sally made in order to jump over the dolls.

“Let’s continue like this!”

“Since we have to save Maple’s skills for more powerful monsters, we’ll be counting
on you, Mai and Yui!”

HYeS!"
“Yes!”

Like this, while Syrup slowed the enemy down, Sally made footholds in the air or
created places for Tsukimi and Yukimi to climb with ‘Ice Pillar’ They avoided combat
until they arrived at the mark that Sally had put on the map.

Here, there was an especially large lake, with a single island in the center.

Small pink flowers bloomed on the island, and the atmosphere was quite different
from everywhere else.

Of course, there were numerous water and mud dolls squirming around the lake as
well. They were currently scanning the area from afar through Maple’s binoculars.

“What do you think, Sally? Is it different from before?”
“There weren’t nearly as many monsters last time. But the terrain is the same.”
“Yes... it does look like there would be something here.”

“What should we do?”
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“Hmm. We won’t get any medals if we're killed from the get go.”

Even normal monsters were strong on this field. Charging into the lair of a more
powerful boss monster would only increase their chances of dying and losing out on
the survival medals.

“But! We decided to hunt and gather more medals!”

Maple said. And the three nodded, as they felt the same.

“I think that if we ride the bears, we’ll have to fight until we reach the island.”

“That’s fine! It’s times like these that we should rely on Syrup!”

There were other monsters you could ride in Maple Tree. But Syrup was the only one
who could fly.

“Syrup’s not actually supposed to be able to fly... Alright, let’s go from the air then.
From what I saw, it seems like we won'’t have to worry about being shot out of the air”

Once that was settled, Maple called out Syrup and had it enlarge. Then they got on its
back.

And so they were able to skip the monsters that squirmed on the ground, and arrive
on the island with the flowers.

“It looks like I can just lower Syrup like this. Let’s go.”

And so Maple had Syrup land on the island. In the same instant, the island began to glow,
and the four of them sensed that they were going to be teleported.

“It’s fine! We have Dedicated Affection!”

Maple said confidently. It didn’t matter what was on the other side. And like that, the
four of them disappeared from the marshlands.
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CHAPTER 297
DEFENSE SPECIALIZATION AND
RIGHT BELOW

“Oomph! We arrived!”

“Underground, huh... We must be right under the island then. Both the ground and the
ceiling are damp and muddy.”

“It really is... Woah. And there are so many branching paths..”

The place that the four of them arrived was completely covered in brown and looked
like a typical underground dungeon. The starting point was a wide circle, and there
were six paths that branched from there. And while all of them were wide, they were
very damp, like Sally said. And some even had puddles of water.

“I bet there will be more of those mud dolls. We might have to defeat them this time!”
“Yes. If it comes to that, it would be very helpful if you could one-shot them.”

“Leave it to us!”

!"

“Leave it to us

While there were many paths, thinking about it would not give them an answer. And
so they chose one random one and started to walk.

“Uhhh. It’s all sticky.”
“It really is... I'm glad that I'm not getting dirty for real.”
“Oh, here they are!”

As Sally said, dolls were noisily coming out of the puddles and mud. However, their
movements were slow, which meant that Mai and Yui were able to hit them.
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“Double Strike!”
“Double Strike!”

Before the dolls could do anything, their attacks landed, and the dolls that had been
blocking their path splattered wetly as they soiled the ground.

“Oh! Awesome!”
“..No, it’s not finished yet!”

The splattered mud and water did not turn into light and disappear. Instead, they all
started to form new dolls. Suddenly, there were twice as many of them, and they
swarmed around the group. Mai and Yui were too stunned to move, and they ended
up getting attacked.

“Maple! Are you alright!?”

As both types of dolls were attacking, something must be happening to Maple through
Dedicated Affection.

“Uhh... let me see... Hmm...”

Sally looked at Maple and then Mai and Yui, who were subject to the sticky attacks,
and then she sighed.

“Ah! I can’t move anymore! Also... the timer for when I can use it again won’t move.”

“So you can’t move and the cooldown clock is frozen... It would not be strange for a
party to be annihilated from this... They seem to deal decent damage and there are so
many of them.”

“Sally! Ho-how can we defeat them!?”
“Well, I guess we should test several things out...”

Maple couldn’t move anymore, that’s all. There was plenty that she could do even when
she wasn’t moving. Right now, the only thing they needed was Dedicated Affection.

And so while Maple bought them time, they tried to think of a way of dealing with the
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dolls. And they learned that if you used fire attacks on the mud dolls and lightning
attacks on the water dolls, you could deal damage and defeat them without causing
them to separate. In fact, anything else would just cause them to splatter.

But because they had left the defenses to Maple and spent so much time experimenting,
the dolls had multiplied to a ridiculous degree. It was so bad that not only were they
completely blocking the passage, but they went all the way up to the ceiling and some
couldn’t even move.

The dolls would fall down like an avalanche, and Mai and Yui had to be careful to not
accidentally attack them.

“Okay, so we're finished with that... Let’s deal with all these dolls now...”

“Yes..”

“Yes..

“Thi-this really is crazy...”

As Maple couldn’t move, they didn’t have the option of going down a different path.

The day that Maple could move again would never come unless they killed every one
of them.
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CHAPTER 298
DEFENSE SPECIALIZATION AND
WATER AND MUD

“Phew... We finally finished... Good work, Mai and Yui.”

“Sorry. I wish that I could have helped you...”

“It’s fine! You were protecting us, Maple!”

“You have to save your energy for the boss fight...!”

Maple’s skills were very strong, but almost all of them were limited use.

And that was a big demerit in events like this one, where you had to fight for the entire
day. This meant that Mai and Yui had to work harder, as their attack ability did not
change.

“Let’s continue on until we reach the boss! After all, we know how to beat them now!”
“That’s true. We'll be expecting a lot from you during the boss fight. Okay, Maple?”
“Yes. I'll make up for all this time I've been saving my energy!”

Now that they knew how to defeat the stock monsters, they could make progress very
easily. Of course, it was not supposed to be possible to one-shot these monsters, and
they were designed to require the use of many resources, but this was hardly the case
for Mai and Yui.

Mai was put in charge of the mud dolls and Yui the water dolls. And with precision,
Sally took down any that they missed. Maple protected them with Dedicated Affection
so it wouldn’t matter if they were hit. As all of their attacks were nullified, there was
no way for the dolls to stop these four.

And like that, the team breezed through the area and got closer and closer until they
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reached what could only have been the boss room.

“It took us a while, since there were so many, but we’re finally here.”
“We're ready!”

“We're ready!”

“Alright! I'm going to open it!”

Maple opened the door, and the four of them cautiously stepped into the room. There
were puddles of water and mud throughout the room, but the rest of the ground was
covered in a yellow and green moss.

And then two dolls that were about four meters tall rose up in front of them. One was
made of mud and had moss and grass growing on it. The other was made of water.

“Well, let’s continue to use the same attacks we used on the way! We'll defeat them
one by one!”

HYeS!"
“Yes!”

The three attackers chose the mud doll as their first target, and then approached it
with weapons enveloped in fire. In the meantime, Maple attracted the attention of the
water doll, allowing the others to concentrate on attacking.

“Let’s finish it in one try, Mai!”
“Yes!”

Mai and Yui slammed their burning great hammers into it all at once. Of course, boss
monsters were not designed with their attack power in mind. And so just as they had
declared, chunks of its HP bar were lost immediately. The mud doll attacked them
repeatedly with its slow movements, but Maple’s Dedicated Affection blocked them
all. This also meant that the cool down clock for Maple’s skills would be paused, but
that was fine.

“T can’t fall behind!”
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Unlike Mai and Yui, Sally dodged attacks in order to enhance the effect of Sword Dance
while she cut at the enemy’s legs.

“One more time!”
“One more time!”

Just as Sally’s attacks had caused it to lose its balance, Mai and Yui’s great hammers
smashed into it. And the mud doll’s HP went straight to O.

“Good!”

“Good!”

“Oh! That’s amazing!”

“..Wait. Something is not right!”

Sally said. Just then, bubbles started to burst from inside of the doll. Then it exploded
loudly.

While Mai and Yui were hit by it, they took no damage, thanks to Maple.

“We’re fine!... Huh!?”

Just as Maple was boasting about nullifying the mud, her HP bar suddenly went down
by 20%. She looked around in confusion.

“Mai! Yui! Your feet!”

“Huh? Ah!”

As the two stood in the puddle of mud, they saw that there were brown seeds next to
their feet. And vines were growing from them and wrapping around their legs. Just as
Maple’s HP dropped by 20%, Mai and Yui tore away the vines.

“Maple! Call out Syrup! You two, come over here!”

Sally ordered. And then the three of them dodged the seeds as they made their way
over to Syrup and then jumped on its back.

traitorAIZEN 35| 176



As the seeds only reacted to people on the ground, they were able to escape the danger,
and Maple’s HP recovered as well.

“Phew... That was a surprise... Uhh, but now we can’t get down...”

“Woah... And it seems like the mud doll was able to recover.”

“But at least we're safe up here!”

“As we practiced... we should be able to attack it from here.”

The reliable pair declared. And so Maple and Sally decided to let them handle it.

Just as before, Maple was blocking the mud and water that came flying towards them.
While this happened, Mai and Yui took out metal balls from their inventory.

They had been improved since the 4th event, and were now larger and had spikes. And
so they enveloped them in fire and prepared to throw them.

MGO!"

HGO!"

Their adorable voices shouted as they unleashed the balls. They shot towards the mud
doll’s face at a frightening speed. And like that, the balls erased its recovered HP in a
flash before sinking deeply into the ground behind it.

“Yes! We did it!”
“It’s because we practiced!”
“Only you two could have practiced like that... Still, that is some impressive control.”

They had played catch with iron balls during their free time, and it was clear that it
had paid off. The two took aim at their next target. This time, the iron balls cracked
with electricity as they shot through the air and pierced the giant’s body.

“Ohh! Ah, [ know! Wouldn't it do more damage if you hit them with your great hammers?”

“Ahh... That won’t work.”
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“The iron balls just shatter! That's why we asked Izu to make stronger ones!”

As iron balls were just items, they broke if they took a certain amount of damage. They
had tested it out once, and with a horrifying sound, the iron balls had exploded like a
ball of snow.

While the current balls could not be hit, they had various additions made to them.

“I can’t pass you balls of this size... I guess I can’t do anything but watch.”

“Leave it to us!”

“Leave it to us!”

Every time the iron balls crashed heavily to the ground, a hole opened up inside of the
watery body.

The ground was covered in seeds now, but it didn’t matter to them. The final iron ball
shot through the enemy’s head. And like that, both the mud and water dolls were
defeated. And all of the seeds disappeared into light.

Then they heard the notification sound as all the members of Maple Tree were awarded
1 silver medal.

“Phew. We did it! And we got a medal!”

“Yes, what a relief. But we have to be careful. Syrup couldn’t fly this time either, so it
was pretty dangerous.”

“Yes. And they can revive... They were probably supposed to be even stronger.”

“We’ll have to avoid entering dungeons that are a bad fit for us. The stock monsters
should give us an idea. Oh, we're being forced out now...”

“So, I guess we can’t stay here while it’s safe.”
“Alright, let’s go on to the next one!”

As their bodies were enveloped in light, they teleported out of the dungeon like they
always did.
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CHAPTER 299
DEFENSE SPECIALIZATION AND
THE BLAST

“Oh, it looks like Maple’s team got some medals.”

“There must have been a dungeon in the marshlands. I guess we really should be using
Sally’s map.”

The four of them had headed towards the forest. And for the most part, they continued
to move by riding on the head of the enlarged Haku.

And when they encountered any monsters, Izu would throw items and Kanade would
scatter debuffs. After that, Haku would strangle them to death.

Chrome and Kasumi were not particularly good with ranged attacks, so they were in
charge of getting any monsters that slipped through.

“While it’s just three days, I'm glad that we took time to prepare.”

All of Izu’s strengths were born through her variety of items. Of course, it meant that
every time she ran out of a certain type, there was less that she was able to do.

Unlike normal crafting jobs, she was able to make items from gold. Furthermore, I1zu
was able to use the workshop no matter her location, which meant that she could
restock on items as long as she had gold.

And since she had enough gold to build several guild homes, 1zu had no weaknesses.
“Ah, aren’t we about to reach the spot that Sally marked?”
“Alright. Let's do this!”

As the snake slithered on, they found a tree that had a mark on it that looked like a
magic circle.
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“This must be it. But there is nothing else around here...”
“Should I touch it? It seems like a magic circle, after all.”

They all agreed, and so Kasumi had Haku move its head forward so she could touch it.
And then just as they expected, the pattern began to shine and they were all teleported
away.

The place that they found themselves in was also surrounded by trees. The only
difference was a wall on the other side that was made of larger trees and vines.

It was quite large too. And though they all prepared to fight, there didn’t seem to be
anything else there.

“Surely it’s not actually empty?”
“YeS."

As they waited cautiously, they suddenly heard the sound of something cutting through
the air. Chrome was the first to react.

o

Cover’!”

There was a high-pitched ring as he blocked the projectile that then bounced in the
air. Chrome quickly checked to see what it was.

There were three kunais that were attached to bombs with lit fuses.
“Tsk. Kanade, do it!”
“Sou, ‘Target Increase, ‘Light of the Spirit’!”

After mimicking Kanade, Sou took out the magic books and activated the defense skills.
After that, there was a thunderous roar as they were ravaged by explosive wind and
flames.

When it died down, their HP was reduced, but they had all survived.

“When Sou uses them, the damage immunity effect becomes a damage reduction effect.
But it’s still enough, right?”
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“Yeah. You saved us.”
“I'll heal you now.”
“So, where did the attack come from...”

“Since they were attached to kunais, maybe it was a ninja? But with that force, it would
be a bad idea to split up and search..”

It was hard to imagine that kunais were its only method of attack. And since Kanade
and Izu had such low HP, it was possible that they could be one-shotted.

“Should we keep searching for a while? We should be able to survive if Sou is around
to use powerful skills that would usually have a use limit.”

“Let’s do that then. Now, considering that we can’t see it...”
The four decided they had to find it first. However, no matter how much they walked
around and searched the forest, they could not find anything. However, they continued

to be attacked by projectiles.

“Hmm... We're managing to survive because of Kanade’s stock of books... But we still
can’t find it.”

“What should we do? If only I could get close to it.”

They pondered on this for a while, and then Izu hesitantly opened her mouth.
“Yes... It's a bit rough, but I have an idea.”

“Oh? What is it?”

“This place seems to have a fixed size... so, while it will take a little time to prepare, |
could explode everything.”

“I see... Interesting. Well, uh, it’s certainly worth a try. Yes.”

Chrome looked like he had been bracing himself for these very words to come out of
Izu’s mouth. However, he was also certain that there was no point in continuing what
they were doing.
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“Just like you did during the preliminary?”
“Yes. However, I was able to make some new items in time. So it will cover the sky as well.”

Izu said as she took out the item. It was a box with a propeller, that had a string coming
out from the bottom. Izu attached a few bombs to it and sent it up into the air. It
climbed steadily up until it reached a certain height.

“It cost a lot to make... but I can’t be stingy now.”
“You sure make some brutal things... How do you activate it?”

“I have an item for that. This will take care of everything above the trees. Now, let’s
add the others to the ground and the tree trunks.”

“Return bombs with bombs, eh? What about us?”

“I'll leave the center as a safety zone. The item will do equal damage to everything, so
make sure that you don’t step out of the safety zone.”

[t would be a rain of attacks, immense debuffs, and status effects. There was no insurance
that even someone like Chrome could survive it.

Sou’s magic and Haku’s huge body protected them as she went around and set the
items all over the forest.

“Alright. I'm finished. It will be very bright and very loud. So be careful.”

Just like during the preliminary, electricity was sent through the strings of water, and
then the blast echoed around the forest.

The explosives on the enemy’s kunais seemed very small now. Everything but the safety
zone was burned to the ground.

“It should still be alive!”

J'H

“Hmm. It’s according to the plan. ‘Eye of the Assassin

It was a skill that Kanade could only use today through ‘Akashic Records. It increased
the damage against monsters and players that had status effects and let you know
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their position.

“There it is!”

“Let’s go, Kasumi!”

HYeS!"

Chrome equipped Necro in order to enhance his reach. Kasumi called out the arms of
the warrior on both sides of her, and they moved in all at once. What they saw was a
poisoned, paralyzed, frozen, yet burning shinobi.

“Last of the Blades - Oborozuki’!”

“‘Ghost Mud’! Necro, ‘Fire of Death’!”

It was easy once they could see it. And after taking damage from both of their attacks,
the shinobi’s HP dropped down to 0, and it disappeared.

“Phew... Good. It wasn’t so bad after all.”

“Is it really finished?”

“Yeah. Well... maybe it wasn’t dead. But it’s basically the same thing.”
“That’s a relief. I'm starting to run out of damage reduction skills.”

It was here that they got the same notification that Maple’s team had, saying that they
had acquired some medals.

“Yes. This is a great result for our first day!”

“We got through several forests, and while this took quite a long time. It seemed really
quick.”

“I guess we can search one or two more before reuniting with the others. Judging by
the timer, the strong monsters come out at night.”

“That’s right. Haku has made traveling easy, but we have actually traveled quite a
distance.”
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They contacted Maple in order to make sure that they didn’t get too far apart. And then
the four of them searched for their next dungeon, while also looking for a place to
camp for the night.
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CHAPTER 300
DEFENSE SPECIALIZATION AND
BASE BUILDING

Some time afterward. After they had finished the dungeon, they flew around to a few
of the other locations that Sally had marked. But they were all misses.

“Phew... It sure is hard to find them...”

“Yes. And it’s almost time for the monsters to come out. It might be better to reunite
with the others instead of entering another dungeon.”

They still didn’t know how strong the monsters were, so it was a bad time to take any
chances. Getting through dungeons was important, but so were the medals they would
acquire through survival.

“I'll try to get in contact with Chrome then.”
While Sally sent the message, they rode on Tsukimi and Yukimi until they reached a
clearing. As they didn’t have to fight other players this time, this would be a good place.

Monsters would not be able to ambush them.

“Oh, they stopped entering dungeons and are looking for a place they can turn into a
base. Seems like they found a promising cave.”

“Ohh! Let’s go and meet them then!”

“Now we won't have to worry during the night!”

“I'll send you the location, can you take us there, Mai and Yui?”
“Of course!”

“Of course!”
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They raised Tsukimi and Yukimi’s speed as they rushed through fields and forests in
order to reach Chrome and the others.

While they encountered some monsters on the way, they were no threat to these four,
and they were able to unite with the others without trouble.

“Ah! Over there! Heey!”

Maple shouted as she waved her hands. Chrome and the others noticed them and came
running.

“Ah, you're here. It seems like things went well for you too.”

Everyone in the guild had earned two silver medals. That meant they just needed to
gather three more and survive until the end, and they would reach their goal of getting
ten medals.

“Oh, that’s right. We found a cave that we can use as our base. It's over here.”

Chrome led the others into the cave. It seemed to continue quite far back, and while
there were no lights like in the dungeons, there were several interconnecting chambers
inside, like an ants nest.

“It does remind me of a dungeon... but I guess it's empty...”

“Yeah, there are quite a few places like this that resemble dungeons. I think they’re for
resting in.”

“Alright, then we better get this place ready for the night! We have to make it more
comfortable!”

The surface of the cave couldn’t be all exposed rock if they wanted to spend the night
in comfort. Some modifications were necessary to keep their morale up.

“I have items that won’t disappear even if they are taken out. While I don’t have much
furniture, I can make some now.”

“Hmm. I'm so glad you're here. [ should receive some items from Izu and set up defense
traps.”
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”»
!

“I'll help you
“I'll help you!”

“We don’t have much time. Maple and I can share the load. We have to complete a
defense system.”

“Yes! I'll do my best!”

Due to Maple’s nature, Maple Tree was better at protecting, rather than attacking.
They needed to ensure that there was only one entrance and use items to their fullest.
Like this, an average cave could be turned into a fortress with incredible defense ability.

Maple also received items from Izu, and started to customize the room.

“Hmm... what should I do... There’s a lot of space, and I need to make it so you can’t
pass through here...”

And so just like before, Maple used Venom Capsules to fill up the space in the room.
And then she waited for the room to be filled with poison.

“Alright. Hmm. But that’s not enough. It will break if they attack from the passage...”

The poison that Maple created caused instant death at a very high rate. So as long as
they hit their target, she could kill them in one hit.

“..I know! Uh, the item I got from Izu... here!”
Maple moved loudly through the poison and started to set the items.

These were traps that reacted to attacks by spraying water and throwing the enemy
into the air. However, Maple didn’t want to throw monsters into the air, but the poison.
Once she was finished installing enough of them, she tried to block the passage so that
the poison wouldn’t flow to their side.

“Hmm... I don’t have any good items for... Ah, that’s right. “Throne of the Heavenly King’!”

Maple placed the throne inside of the narrow entrance, and then used pieces of wood
to forcefully fill in the gaps and complete the blockade.
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“Alright! This room is finished! Next!”

Maple ran to the next room in order to strengthen their defense. After she had repeated
the process in a few rooms, she found Mai and Yui.

“Are things going well?”

“Ah! Maple!”

“Y-you shouldn’t come in...!"
“Huh? Wa! Ah?!”

It was just as Maple had taken one step inside. A boulder that was so big that she
wouldn’t have been able to wrap her arms around it, suddenly fell from the ceiling and
landed on her head. There was a loud bang as it bounced off and rolled onto the
ground. As if that was the trigger, more and more boulders began to fall.

Once it was finished, Mai and Yui hopped around frantically towards Maple, who came
out of the rubble unharmed.

”»
!

“Th-that was a surprise... I'm sorry! I activated the traps you set up

“It’s okay! Besides, I'm just glad that you're okay.”

”
!

“I'll help you set them up again. ButI can’t call Syrup... so you can climb on this shield

Maple changed her equipment so that she had the three great shields. Mai and Yui
picked up the boulders and stood on top of the shields so they could set up the traps
again.

“Uhhh... I'll have to be careful when checking the other rooms.”

“You can get through if you walk carefully... So you shouldn’t have any trouble when
getting out.”

“Oh, [ see... The same can’t be said for the rooms I did.”

Apparently, Maple was not very good at setting traps. And she felt a little disappointed
as she thought back on the rooms that she had customized.
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There was no question about those rooms being able to defeat intruders, but on the
other hand, no guild members would be able to go in.

“I might have to discuss it with Sally and remake them...”
“Wh-what kind of room is it?”

“Ehehe. Well...”

And so Maple answered Yui’s question as they finished setting up the traps again. And
then they left the room.

As Mai and Yui's room was also incredibly lethal, they almost felt sorry for any monster
that might go in.

From there, the three of them set up rock and poison traps in the remaining rooms.
Then with satisfied expressions, they returned to the area in the far back. Here, there
were now lights and a table. And partitions had also been set up so they had a place to
rest. Perhaps she had even gotten a little ambitious, as Izu had spread out a carpet and
was even hanging up some wallpaper.

Half of the room had not been altered, and it was there that they would drive back any
monsters that managed to get past the traps.

“Wow! It’s so nice now!”

“Ah, welcome back. Did you finish setting up the traps then?”
“Yes! All set!”

“We finished everything.”

“We’re almost finished here too. I think it'll be a lot more comfortable than it was
during the 4th event.”

As a finishing touch, Izu set up a cannon in the area facing the entrance, and then put
up a wall so the enemy wouldn’t be able to get in all at once. Then she sighed.

“That was a lot of work. But it was a good experience. Also, it was really fun.”
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“Th-that’s amazing. You must have used up a lot of materials? We have to gather more...”
“I didn’t use much that was valuable. Still, I'd welcome your help later”
“We’ll help you whenever you want!”

As the four of them talked like this, the other four finished setting up their traps and
returned.

“Ahh, I finished. However, you’ll have to be very careful when going out. It’s crazy, and
a lot of them will kill you if you make a mistake.”

They were all in agreement about this and nodded. Then Maple suddenly raised her
head as if remembering something.

“Ah! That'’s right. What should we do if other players come in? They'll trigger the traps!”
“Mmm. Ah, it’s fine. [ put up a sign outside.”

“Huh? Oh, you did? Thank you, Sally! Uhh, what does it say?”

“Maple Tree’s Base — High Quantity of Dangerous Objects. No Guarantee of Survival.”
“..Well, that’s not wrong.”

“If anything, you could say that it couldn’t be more correct.”

“Yes. This place is covered in traps.”

After preparing this dungeon full of deadly traps, the time for the appearance of powerful
monsters finally came.

“In any case, let’s get ready to face them.”
“Yes. We don’t know what kinds of monsters will come out.”

They hid behind the wall that Izu had built between the areas, and held their weapons
ready so that they could attack immediately. As they waited, they heard the sounds of
the earth shaking above them, and they knew that something had entered the dungeon.
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“Something is here.”
“Yes, I'm ready to attack.”

A nervous air filled the room. However, the shaking soon subsided, and no matter how
long they waited, nothing appeared.

“..Did they die?”
“Probably... But it will be necessary to confirm the state of the traps.”

Not only would they be able to find out what kind of powerful monster had come in,
but if they had succeeded in killing it, it would be necessary to reset the trap.

“I'll go with Maple. We'll be able to run even in the worst case scenario.”
“That’s true. And even if you accidentally trigger a trap, it will be fine if Maple is there.”

And so the two of them stepped out of the resting area. In the passage leading up to
the surface, they found a single monster that had horns like Maple’s Savagery. It looked
like a demon without eyes and nose, but had demonic wings and a spear as it flew
around, spreading damage effects everywhere. Then it splattered over the floor and
disappeared into light.

“Ahh... It must have been desperately trying to survive.”
“Yes. Well, that's our goal as well.”

While it was hard to tell which of them were the dungeon boss now, this devil had
given them some valuable information.

“I think this means we’re lacking in anti-aerial measures.”
“That’s true. But we can improve the traps now.”

And so Maple and Sally went around to check the other traps. All of them had been
triggered from the entrance onwards. And judging by the immense amount of materials
on the ground, they had been monsters that walked on the ground.

“It’s not that difficult to set them up again. Let’s call the others so we can get to work.”
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“Yes. Oh, that’s right! Mai and Yui can carry the large boulders. We can block off passages
and force the monsters to head into traps!”

“That would be great. I want to sleep soundly, so our defenses must be rock steady.”
They took pictures that would show the situation and then returned to the back.

Just as night started to fall, they finished resetting the traps and decided to take turns
resting.

“Now, it seems like the strong monsters will come here on their own. So there’s nothing
to do but take turns sleeping.”

“But why don’t we just block the entrance, just in case? It should be easy for Mai and
Yui.”

“Can you, Mai and Yui?”
“Yes, it will be fine!”
“Yes, it will be fine!”

Yui and Mai headed towards the entrance of the area and then blocked it with the same
kind of large boulders that they had used for the traps.

“Alright. Now we’ll know if something is trying to force their way in.”

The monsters would have to break a number of boulders first. So they would have time
to react when they heard the sounds of them breaking. You could say that an ambush
would be very difficult.

“Now, there’s nothing to worry about...”
“Heey! Sally! Why don’t we play over here?”

Just as Sally sighed in relief, Maple called her from the living space. She had several
items in her inventory that would help them kill time. Sally looked at Maple, who
smiled and waved her hand like she always did. She smiled just a little in return, and
walked towards Maple. And like that, they played and rested on their first night, just
as it got darker and darker outside.
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CHAPTER 301
DEFENSE SPECIALIZATION AND
TRAPS

While they took turns resting, the members of Maple Tree were far deadlier than the
dungeons that management had prepared, and so there were no monsters that were
able to reach the pile of rocks above the entrance.

As they were the last ones to take the watch, Sally and Kasumi went around to wake
up the other six.

“Maple. Get up, it's morning.”
“Mmm... aahh... mmm. Good morning, Sally. Was everything alright?”

“Nothing happened. I heard the sounds of a lot of traps being activated, but nothing
got through.”

“That’s good. Yes! Let’s do our best today as well!”

Maple slapped her cheeks to wake up and then left the partitioned room. Everyone
else was already prepared to go out and explore. Upon seeing this, and since she was
the Guild Master of Maple Tree, Maple reminded them of their goal.

“Just three more medals! We’ll have ten if we survive until the end. So let’s work hard!”
“Alright, then let’s decide where we’ll go today.”

Sally said as she opened her map. However, it seemed like something was strange, as
she kept tapping it with her finger.

“The map... it won’t show up.”

“Hmm... Ah, mine too.”
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“Same with mine. And it looks like I can’t use the messaging feature either.”

Not being able to confirm your location and having no means to contact each other
was like walking in the dark. It hadn’t been like this on the first day, and they had a
bad feeling about it. An air of alertness fell over them.

“Well, we should all move together for now! It will be alot of trouble if we get separated.”

“That’s true. And we have a goal to reach. However, maybe we should decide on a
marker, just in case we do get separated.”

And so they discussed it until they had a good idea.

“..Alright, that can be the marker.”

“..Yes”

“Okay! Let's go!”

As the place was filled with instant death traps that affected everyone, Maple activated
Dedicated Affection, just in case. In the meantime, Mai and Yui gathered their boulders
as they headed outside.

“So, it'll be all eight of us today. We’ll have no problem winning like this!”

“Yes. Well, we got two medals on the first day already. So we are pretty lucky that we
don’t have to split up.”

They recovered what items they could without activating any of the traps as they
headed outside.

“Oh, I have to deactivate ‘Venom Capsule’ and recover the throne!”
If there were devil-like monsters, she would need ‘Throne of the Heavenly King, which
would allow her to seal their skills. They had to gather what they could and go out in

the best condition possible.

Once they were finished, they all stepped outside. And in spite of it being morning, it
was still dim. The sky was dark and without a single star visible.
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“Uhh. I have a bad feeling about this...”
“Be careful...! Maple!”

Shortly after they had stepped outside, a black magic circle appeared at their feet. It
was just as large as the range of Maple’s Dedicated Affection, and so it was not possible
for them to jump out of it.

“It’s fine! Just get ready to heal!”

As Maple said this, they were all surrounded in the black light. Maple held her eyes
shut tightly and braced herself to take damage. However, she didn’t feel any impact on
her body.

“..0h, good. I'm fine, everyonel!... Everyone...?”

Bad feelings were generally had for a reason, and when Maple opened her eyes, there
was no one else around her. Not only that, but the base that should have been behind
her was also gone. She had no idea where she was.

And though she checked her map again, her present location was not displayed. And
she could not send any messages either.

This was the kind of worst case scenario she had feared. But then again, it was a relief
that it wasn’t something completely unpredictable.

“All of you better stay alive...!”

And Maple had to do what she could. She was glad that they had discussed it in advance.
And so she began to make preparations.
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CHAPTER 302
DEFENSE SPECIALIZATION AND
MEETING UP

It seemed that they had all been blown away and completely separated. In the darkness,
Sally warily made her way to an open area.

“So this is why the preliminary was solo... I'm sure Maple will be fine... But I'm worried
about Mai and Yui.”

She hoped that Tsukimi and Yukimi would be able to protect them. It was as Sally was
thinking this, that a black magic circle suddenly appeared in front of her. And from
within, a devil-like monster with horns and sharp claws emerged. It flapped its wings
loudly and flew towards her.

“Oboro, ‘Binding Barrier’!... It doesn’t work!”

Sally dodged its thrusting arm and slashed deeply into its side, before jumping back.
The monster let out a chilling cry, and several small black magic circles appeared on
the ground. And from these, smaller demons were summoned.

“Oboro, ‘Fire Child.”

Sally enveloped her weapons in fire in order to increase their reach. Then she turned
to the devils with a serious expression.

“They’re also coming from behind...!”

Perhaps they had been attracted by the sounds of fighting, because she could hear
rustling coming from behind her. Sally increased her concentration. She could not be
defeated here.

More than anything, she needed to know how many monsters were there, and so she
looked back just for a split second. Even as she fought the devils, she saw the familiar
figure behind her.
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“Frederica?!”

“Ah, so it is you, Sally? What a relief. | was just searching for an advance guard!”
Frederica said as she ran up to Sally and stood so that their backs were stuck together.
“..You could have at least killed them before coming. Why are you here anyway?”
“Sorry. Well, I'll tell you the details later.”

“Fine. More importantly, we have to clear this area first!”
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They decided to cooperate temporarily as they raised their weapons. And just as the
devils jumped on them, they attacked.

o

Multi-fire Bullets’! Knots, ‘Singing Round’!”

)'H

“Oboro, ‘Cross Fire, ‘Shadow Clone

The fire that Frederica shot out was then multiplied by Knots. And Sally also unleashed
a chain of fire towards the monsters. The dark field was suddenly bathed in red light.
’!"

“Defenses... I don’t think I need any. ‘Multi-water Bullets

A few monsters that didn’t even have wide-area attacks were no threat to Sally. Frederica
defeated the monsters while also ensuring that Sally could draw out as much firepower
as possible.

She usually used Multi-Obstacle’ on Drag, but if she used it on herself, she could fight
while minimizing the damage taken. Frederica did this while repeatedly healing. She
would look for an opening and then attack. Then she heard an especially loud voice
behind her. The large devil had just been cut down by Sally.

“I have to end things here too. Knots, Amplify’!”

Frederica created a number of fireballs like she always did, and then she used Knots’s
skill to make them bigger and stronger.

“Phew. I stopped them somehow.”

It burned the remaining monsters. When the two of them erased the flames, darkness
fell over the field once again.

“Haa. Thank you.”
“I'm sure you would have won if you were alone.”

“Ahaha! You can tell? Well, it really wasn’t that easy. And Payne and the others are so
far away.”

“Hey, wait. How do you know?”
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“Uhh, I have a skill for that. I'm sure you know what I'm talking about. And so [ was
able to contact them. But they’re so far away.”

Frederica wanted an ally just in case something happened. As for Sally, she didn’t see
any demerits to the alliance, and so she had no reason to refuse.

“I can’t enter any dungeons until we reunite. And it looks like you want to find the rest
of your team.”

How do you intend on doing that? Frederica asked with a laugh.

“You can’t even contact them, right? See, you should just give up on that and come with

»

me.

Frederica said as she pointed in the direction that she was headed.
“Hmm. Well, wait a minute. Ah...”

“Huh? Fireworks? Is it an event?”

While it was far away, Sally and Frederica heard the sound and saw the light in the
empty sky very clearly.

“That’s Maple’s mark. So that’s where she is...”

“What? You have fireworks...”

“No, that’s just Maple. She put bombs on herself and detonated them.”
“..Huh?..7?”

As Frederica tried to digest this, Sally started walking away.

“Ah! Hey, wait! Wait! It’s in the same direction, so why don’t we go together?”
“Uh, alright. But [ might leave you if it gets dangerous.”

“Damn it... | thought you had no way to meet up with them, and I'd be able to persuade
you to team up...”
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Frederica grumbled about how things never went her way. And like that, Sally headed
towards Maple.

“I don’t have much hope for Drag, but Dred has high scouting ability, so he might have
found someone by now.”

“I suppose you’'d want a strong player as a temporary ally... Well, if you can even find
one... Knots seems like it's aware of a pretty wide area. I guess that means I can’t
ambush you anymore.”

“No comment. Ah, there’s something interesting nearby. Do you want to go and see?”
“That face... It's a monster, isn’t it? No thanks.”
“How did you know!”

However, this skill was very useful, and Frederica used Knots'’s ability to lead them
forward while avoiding monsters.
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CHAPTER 303
DEFENSE SPECIALIZATION AND
MEETING UP 2

“Hmm... I moved as planned... ] hope someone comes soon...”

Maple was riding on Syrup’s back in the darkness. They would have just looked like
shadows from far away. Every once in a while, she would repeat the act of launching
herself into the air and exploding. After a while, she got bored of just exploding, and
so she started to use shiny items that reacted to the explosions, so it would look like
fireworks. However, Maple was so worried about the safety of the others, that she
couldn’t settle down.

“Alright, one more time! ‘Commence Attack’!”

Maple shot off of Syrup’s back and flew high into the air. Then she closed her eyes and
covered her ears as she waited for the bombs to go off.

Because of this, Maple did not notice the devil monster that was flying near her, and
she was captured while still in the air.

“Ahhh!? Oh, you shouldn’t be so close...!”

Just then, all of the bombs detonated, and the monster burst into countless pieces and
disappeared.

“Wo-wo-woooah... ah... Syrup!”

Maple went flying diagonally, and though she tried to make Syrup move, she had
launched herself into the air using such a reckless method, and there was no way that
Syrup could move in time.

She would fall straight to the ground like this. As she considered just falling or exploding
once again so that she could try jumping onto Syrup, she was suddenly caught by
something soft that was beneath her.
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“Huh? Uh? What?”
“Are you alright...?”
“Damn it, you never fail to surprise me. What are you doing, Maple?”

Maple had landed on the back of an enlarged Ignis. Ignis’s master, Mi was there. And
so was Mai, for some reason.

“Mi! And... Mai? Why are you two together?”

“Well, I don’t want to antagonize Maple Tree if I don’t have to. I just happened to find
her on the way, so I brought her here.”

“I see! Thank you!”

“You be careful too, Maple. It seems like the corners of the map are being swallowed
up by darkness. And the closer you are to the darkness, the stronger the monsters.
Apparently, my party is inside.”

“Uh, okay! I'll be careful. Ummm. I'll have to return the favor somehow.”

“..In that case, there is one request I'd like to make.”

“What? What? It can be anything!”

Maple said. And so Mi took out a tag from her inventory and showed it to them.
“I'wantyou to hold onto this. Don’t worry, it will disappear by the time this event ends.”
“That’s it? Uh... ‘Mark Tag’...?”

There was no item description, and so they looked at it with puzzled expressions. But
Mi did not explain further. She let Mai off of Ignis’s back, and then rose into the sky.

“I'm sure we’ll meet again. I just hope it doesn’t involve a battle over medals.”
“Yes, see you again! Thank you!”

“Th-thank you so much!”
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Mi waved at them and then flew away. As Maple had unexpectedly been able to reunite
with Mai, now they just needed to wait for the other six.

“Now I can protect you. Things are going well! I'm glad you got here quickly, since you
and Yui have low HP!”

“Yes. It's quite a relief... It seems like the Kingdom of the Flame Emperor members are
able to contact each other”

“Huh, I wish we could do that too... And then [ would be able to fly right towards them!”
In any case, since the others weren’t there yet, Maple had to go back to being the marker.
On the other hand, after leaving Mai with Maple, Mi went flying away with Ignis.

“Phew. I'm glad [ was able to get her there. They both seemed really happy. Now, I better
hurry!”

Mi took out a crystal from her inventory and crushed it. Marx had given it to her, and
it worked with the ‘Mark Tag’ that his skill had made. It allowed you to see the position
of the person with the tag.

“Gah. Only three of my party members are left... Dungeons will be very hard now...
Tsk. This forceful teleportation is taking so many of us out at once.”

The marker of her closest comerade was moving wildly on the map. The person was
likely in the middle of a battle. And so Mi rode Ignis towards it as fast as she could.
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CHAPTER 304
DEFENSE SPECIALIZATION AND
MEETING UP 3

The map was getting smaller, and since strong players tended to cooperate when
bumping into each other, two such top players were currently together as they faced
a pack of monsters.

“Tsk! Can’'t we do something about their numbers!”
“And this is even with the right attributes...!”

Misery and Chrome were currently surrounded by dozens of monsters as they looked
for a chance to escape. The two of them had cooperated in the jungle during the
previous event, but unlike then, they could now recover their HP. Most of Misery’s MP
was used to heal Chrome, and Chrome was continually pushed to the brink of death,
only to return. This repeated over and over again.

“Necro, ‘Burst Flame'!”

“Holy Spear’!”

Misery’s magic was supposed to be effective against these devil-like monsters. However,
she was a healer and he was a great shield wielder. They did not have enough attack
power together.

“I won’t die! But I can’t kill!”

“Yes... [t seems like more monsters keep getting summoned...”

Chrome and Misery still had damage reduction skills, damage nullifying skills, and
resurrection skills. This toughness, where they could come back even after falling once
or even twice, was something that even Maple Tree would find hard to do.

Chrome continued to change Necro’s form as he switched between attacking and
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defense.

“While we can survive, these things are fast... Misery, can’t you do something!?”
“..Hold on there! | have something promising!”

,'"

“Okay! I trust you! ‘Revitalize’! Necro ‘Ghost Armor - Robust

Chrome changed Necro to a defense specialized form, and blocked all of the attacks.
He would buy time, just like Misery had said. As both were good when it came to healing,
they could resort to these kinds of tactics in spite of taking damage. Unlike Mi, Chrome
had a great shield and did not need to attack. He could make use of his powerful guard
and survive while being surrounded by monsters. This tense battle continued for quite
some time. And Chrome slowly lost his ability to concentrate as the amount of
projectiles increased.

“I guess it depends on ‘Dead or Alive....I hope this help is going to arrive soon!”
“Yes, it’s fine. I think it’s here now.”
“Hmm? Ohh!?”

Just as Misery said it, giant balls of fire rained down and enveloped the monsters. The
fire that Chrome unleashed with the help of Necro could not compare to this. Chrome
had had to slowly chip away at their HP, and now they were being annihilated in a flash.

“Woah... amazing...

“Phew. That's a relief. Thank you, Mi.”

“Ah, I'm glad you're alright, Misery. Hmm. So there’s a Maple Tree member here as well.”
“Huh? Did you meet someone else?”

“One of the twins. I think it was Mai. But I took her to Maple.”

“Oh! Thank you.”

“Mi. What should we do now?”
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“Shin and Marx are likely alive. Let's meet up with them.”
“Hmm... Then can I go with you?”

Chrome said. The two of them looked puzzled. After all, Chrome’s goal was completely
different from theirs.

“Well, it’s just that  heard the screams of other players before meeting up with Misery.
And if players are meeting up like this in such a huge field, I think we’re all being
teleported pretty close together.”

In that case, perhaps members of Maple Tree would be close to Marx or Shin.

Furthermore, Mi and the others could use a reliable shield bearer. There were plenty
of merits for taking him along.

“I don’t mind. What about you, Misery?”

“No, I don’t mind.”

“Then it’s settled.”

And so the three of them got onto Ignis’s back and rose into the sky.
“Are they around here?”

“A little farther. On the other side of the mountain.”

“Maybe they don’t want us to unite with the others... While the field is shrinking, it’s
still pretty big.”

“Maybe it will change again on the third day. In any case, we have to create our bases
before its time for the strong monsters to come out.”

While the place was overflowing with devil-like monsters, and they were strong, that
didn’t mean they were the enhanced monsters for the second day.

If they weren’t able to unite with the others soon, the number of casualties would
increase.
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“I hope I find one of my friends along the way... Huh?”
“What is it?”
“I think one of them might be here. | remember a similar explosion from the first day.”

Chrome saw the flashes of thunder and fire that tore through the darkness in front of
them. And he was immediately reminded of a certain crafter who was quite scary
when she was angry.
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CHAPTER 305
DEFENSE SPECIALIZATION AND
MEETING UP 4

“...What should we do?”
“What should we do... We can’t do much if it’s just us two...”
Marx and Izu were currently hiding within walls made of rock and vines.

As both were the kind of players who couldn’t fight unless they had plenty of time to
prepare, they had been running around and trying to survive until they bumped into
each other.

“Marx. How much longer can it last?”
“..Considering the amount... Maybe five minutes?”
l"

“I'll also make items at full power, so we’ll have to advance while taking turns defending

Izu said as she opened her workshop and started to make items. And just like Marx said,
the wall was destroyed after five minutes, and the monsters swept in.

“How about this!”

However, Izu was able to stop the monsters by creating a wall of ice with a crystal that
she had made. The two used the opportunity to move and search for better terrain.

“We’ll do it over here this time. You'll have to make more items...”

“Yes. It can’t be helped. This is going to be very costly for me.”

They thought about the gold while they made more traps and items in order to survive.
“Uhhh. I'm running out... Mi, hurry...”
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“..There’s a cave! Maybe we can fight back from there!”

“Hmm. But it’s pretty far”

“I have a way for us to get there in an instant.”

“Really...? That would help... huh?

Izu took out a clump of water from her inventory. It floated in the air around their feet.
“Fay! ‘Item Buff.”

“Woah, this thing! It's what Maple always uses!”

“Correct! Now hold on tight!”

“Wo-woah!”

Izu grabbed Marx and stepped on the sphere of water. And just like that, the
strengthened water shot out an incredible amount of water all at once, and the two
were launched into the air.

They shot through the horde of monsters and were able to reach the cave safely.

However, before they could get ready to face the monsters, the ground at their feet
began to glow and envelope them.

“This...”
“What... it’s teleportation...”

There was nothing that you could do once it was activated, and the two vanished and
reappeared in a different location. When the light faded and they opened their eyes,
they saw that they were in a passage where the walls were made of stone bricks and
the ground was smooth sand. And while there was a wall behind them, the monsters
that had been troubling them were nowhere in sight. But there was also a new
problem.

“We're in a dungeon.”
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“Ju-just us in a dungeon? Oh, no...”

They both had supporting roles, and depending on the boss, they might have no chance
at all of winning.

“Mi won’t be able to come here either... Ah, this bad. This is bad.”

“What should we do? Maybe we should just wait here in the dungeon? Someone else
might come here too.”

“But strong monsters come out after a certain amount of time has passed... I learned
that the hard way on the first day.”

Marx said this as if he didn’t want to think about it. Izu could tell that he wasn’t lying.
“Well, that’s troubling. Do you think we have no choice but to fight our way through?”

“Yes. It's the only way. This is not the time to be saving our strength... Clear “Transparent.

Marx activated the skill of the chameleon on his head. And then the effect covered both
Marx and [zu.

“Now they won't find us as long as we don’t bump into them... Though, I'm sure it
won’t work on the boss. It didn’t work on the monsters outside either. It's annoying.”

“I see. It's a good ability! Especially for a trapper like you.”
“Re-really?”

After that, they were ignored by the weaker monsters, which allowed them to move
through the dungeon while inspecting it.

“Sand... [t reminds me of the ruins in the jungle event.”
“Oh, that one that Chrome and Kanade went through. Yes, it is similar to that.”

As they continued, the sand on the ground started to move upwards, and sand monsters
that were wiedling large spears and wearing armor emerged. As their bodies were
made of sand, it dripped down as they moved.
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“It’s fine. It looks like they can’t see us... I think”
“Let’s move to the edge.”

Izu and Marx pressed against the wall and waited for the sand soldiers to pass through.
It seemed like Clear’s ‘“Transparent’ was working well, and they sighed with relief.

“Phew. I think we might be able to make it till the end like this.”
“Yes. We can’t do anything unless we get out of here...”
And so the two of them continued on their way towards the boss room.

Thanks to Clear’s power, they were able to reach it without too much trouble. The
problem was how to proceed from here.

“Wh-what should we do? We managed to make it this far...”
“Yes. Well, we have no choice but to go and do it.”
“True...”

“Come on, we can do it. Besides, we have plenty of time to prepare before going through
this door. Don’t we?”

“Huh? Oh, yeah.”

Both of them were used to supporting attackers when taking on bosses. It was usually
a waste of time to do anything that would increase their own damage output.

However, things were different now.

“I don’t know what kind of monster it is, but we need to show it how scary we can be
when allowed to prepare.”

“..Yes, that's true. Okay. I'm not the same person I was during the 4th event.”

And like that, the two of them took their time creating items and preparing skills that
were slow to activate. And when they were ready, they opened the door and stepped
inside.
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It was a large room, and the ground was all sand that it looked like a desert. And in the
far back of the room, was a throne made of rock and sand. And there was the king. He
had a larger spear than any of the soldiers and wore golden armor under a red cape.

In spite of them being invisible, the spear tapped the ground the moment that they
walked in. And then soldiers started to rise out of the sand.

“If they are soldiers... we are the castle. ‘Install - One Night Castle’!”

Just as Marx activated the skill, large walls rose up and surrounded them, forming a
fortress.

Marx activated even more skills, and just like when he defended them against the devil
monsters, vine and rocks created a barricade. In the meantime, Izu started setting up
cannons in Marx'’s fortress.

“We usually don’t need it because of Maple’s Machine God. But I can use it now!”

“And we have soldiers too. ‘Remote Install - Water Army, ‘Remote Install - Flower
Cavalry.”

As they were still just traps, they activated when the monsters got close. They were
one time use and the effect didn’t last long. However, since they were against sand
soldiers, they were useful in erasing the advantage of numbers.

“I'm good at defending... You take care of the boss.”
“Alright. A gift of cannonballs!”

Izu used Fay to strengthen the balls and the cannons. And then cast ‘Recycle’ on the
balls. Because of this, they would be able to reach the back of the room easily, and be
able to denote multiple times. A very rare type of cannonball indeed.

“All cannons, fire!”

The numerous cannons that lined the fortress fired at once. They flew with precision
towards the throne, covering it with explosive flames.

“Woah... A-are you really a crafter?”
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“Uh, yeah? I can do a little attacking now, that's all.”
“Alittle...?”

“This is no time for talking. It’s still quite alive.”
“...Well, it is a boss. But...”

“Yes, I prepared for that.”

Izu took out more cannons and bombs from her inventory, while Marx continued to
remotely set up traps in order to keep the soldiers away. The bombs knocked them
down and pushed the battle line back, increasing the area that Marx filled with traps.

“Alright... Let’s keep moving closer.”

“Yes, 'm ready.”

o

Change.”

While the cool down time was long, it was a skill that changed the position of two traps.
The reason that the cool down time was so long, was because this was more than just
a useful skill.

The trap that had pushed through the soldiers and stopped in front of the king. It was
obvious which trap it would be traded with.

“Oh, you're an easy target when you’re this close.”

Yes, they had traded places with ‘One Night Castle. And just like that, the cannons were
all directed at the king, and a huge load of bombs rolled down towards the throne.

The immense amount of traps and the fortress itself now blocked all of the summoned
sand soldiers behind them. And so they just unloaded their inventory of bombs over
the king as if they meant to empty it completely.

“I should at least be able to bind him...”

Their base had incredible defenses and was now right in front of it. This was bad for
commander-type bosses. Marx then bound all four of his limbs, but it still thrust its
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spear out. However, he was then covered by so many bombs that the explosion
reached the ceiling. And with that, he turned into sand and disappeared.

“That wasn’t as hard as I expected?”
“Really... Maple Tree is weird. Ah, the medal.”

“Hey, I got one too. In that case, I can spend the second day just trying to reunite with
the others and building the base.”

“Oh, right. [ have to meet the others...”

It was then that they were surrounded by light and sent back to the field they were in.
Of course, this meant that they would be surrounded by monsters again. Or so they
thought. But the monsters weren'’t there. Instead, they saw Mi holding balls of fire, and
Misery, who focused on healing her. Also, there was Chrome, who had likely been
surrounded by the monsters a moment ago.

“Oh, you really are here, Izu. You seem to be okay.”

“You were fine too, Marx. What a relief”

“Uh, yeah... A lot happened, but we were fine in the end. [ guess?”
“And you also seem to have won a medal...?”

“I got the notice too. Does that mean you two did it together?”
“We made a surprisingly good team.”

“Yes... we did.”

It was a pleasant surprise. And they smiled at the fact that they had acquired the
medals. The three had been waiting here for Marx after the Mark Tag had suddenly
stopped detecting him in this area.

“I'm glad I was able to find Chrome. Now we can go to Maple.”

It was here that Chrome explained why he was there to Izu. And so Izu decided to go
with them. There was no harm in being with a lot of people.
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“I feel bad for getting a free ride. So you can have some potions. I'm sure Mi knows
how special they are.”

“Yes, thank you. We'll take you to Maple as soon as we find Shin. I don’t mind.”
“Thank you. It will be a great help.”

“..Hey. Sorry to have to tell you now... but what looked like Shin’s tag has just
disappeared.”

“What? I didn’t think he would die so easily...”

Mi knew how strong he was and couldn’t help but be suspicious. But if he wasn’t dead,
there was only one other explanation.

“Maybe... he entered a dungeon?”

It was something that Marx had just experienced himself. And it turned out that his
guess was right.
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CHAPTER 306
DEFENSE SPECIALIZATION AND
MEETING UP 5

“Hmm. This is bad.”
“Yeah, I didn’t think the magic circle would be that big.”

Shin and Kasumi were talking to each other. As Kasumi was searching for other members
of Maple Tree while riding on Haku'’s back, anyone who saw her would recognize her
in an instant. And yet it had been Shin who came, and not any of the members of her
guild.

And then a great wind came and enveloped the forest that the two were in. And everyone
who was there was teleported into a dungeon.

Both of them had also just received a message about acquring a medal. They had a
good idea of what that meant.

“I don’t know why it was activated, but I suppose I should be thankful that there’s
enough space for Haku to move in.”

“Yes. But... I can faintly hear screaming. We should be careful”

Kasumi walked next to Haku’s huge body so that she could hide behind it if necessary
as she moved through the forest. It was dark here as well, and had the kind of eerie
atmosphere that made you feel like anything could jump out of the shadows. For a
while they heard nothing but occasional screams, but then the ground suddenly shook,
and they prepared to fight.

“..J Kasumi!”
“Yes, it's coming! “Mind’s Eye’!”

Kasumi used the skill in order to predict the enemy’s attack. What she then saw, was
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that everything around her was red. That’s how big the damage area was.
“Shin! Over here!”
“Uh, okay!”

Kasumi realized that they would not be able to escape in time, and so she had Haku
surround them and then had the scales harden.

Immediately after, they heard the sounds of something hitting against something that
was hard. And the two of them looked up. A giant centipede had bounced off of Haku
and was now moving over their heads. Then the ground shook again, and the damage
area disappeared. They sighed in relief.

“Uggh. Its shell looked really hard. Can we defeat something like that?”

“Judging by the screams, other players are being sent here too. In the first place, this
isn’t something you can defeat alone.”

“That’s true. How troublesome.”

“Still, I think we won’t be able to do anything until we defeat it. We can’t just stay here
forever”
J'"

“Yeah. Alright, let’s kill this centipede! Wen, ‘Awakening, ‘Destructor

With a burst of effects, Shin’s sword multiplied as they floated in the air. There were
more of them now then there had been during the 4th event. It was quite impressive,
since he could freely control them.

“You have more now?”

“Yeah. The number of moves is important with Wen. I'm probably a bad fit for someone
like Sally.”

“I think Sally would look at you cooly and avoid you...”
“Well, I agree. But I would still like to fight her one day.”

“You should come to the guild home. Frederica visits us a lot.”
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“Maybe. Anyone who can beat Sally is first-rate! Oh, we should get started then!”
“Yeah, let’s do that.”

Kasumi turned off Haku’s defense and called out ‘Arm of the Warrior’ on both sides, in
preparation for combat. In the meantime, her vision was covered by the damage area
once again.

“It’s coming from the front!”
“Okay. Wen, ‘Wind God’!”

As Kasumi gave the signal, Shin unleashed wind blades and ‘Destructor.” They shot
towards the giant centipede’s head and body, tearing it up. But it continued to move.

“Tsk. It’s pretty hard!”

“Haku!”

In order to prevent it from diving again, she had Haku ram it from the side and bite
into its body. Kasumi used the opening to jump up onto it and ready her blades.

o nn”
!

Second of the Blades, Cutting Iron

The blades swung down and cut through the centipede’s defenses. Its shell cracked open,
creating a deep wound. Clearly this was very effective. Haku continued to strangle it
and bite everything from its head to its body.

“Hey, hey. How strong is that snake?”
“Hehe. I'm quite proud of my buddy.”

However, just as Kasumi got off of the centipede and tried to return to Shin, the
shredded body and head began to thrash around. It tore away from Haku’s grip and
dove back into the ground.

“I thought that it was too early for it to die. I guess this is where the real fight starts?”

“Probably. The effect of Mind’s Eye also ran out. Shin, don’t let your guard down.”
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As the two of them concentrated on the tremors, they sensed that the giant centipede
was approaching them again. And they were right. Two centipedes burst from the
ground. The only difference was that they were smaller now, and both were whole and
completely healed.

“Kasumi!”
“I know!”

Without saying another word, they each faced one of the monsters and swung their
weapons.

“I won’t let you go. Wen, ‘Wind Cage’!”
“Haku, hold it down.”

Along with the two arms at her sides, Kasumi unsheathed her swords and slashed at
the monster once again. As for Shin, Wen had the centipede suspended in the air, and
he cut through it with his flying swords.

“It's not as tough as before.”

“Yeah. Instead, it seems to be faster.”

“It split up again. And now we can’t stop them from escaping...”

Regardless of Haku's binding or Wen’s Wing Cage, they were able to escape and then
attack again. As this repeated, the number of centipedes increased until there were 16

of them. By the time there were eight, they were able to slip through the attacks and
damage Kasumi. This made it harder to face them head on.

“Tsk. They still hit hard even when they’re small...”

“However, they have less HP. It looks like I'll be able to do more now! Kasumi, you can
finish off the ones that [ miss!”

“Yes, I'll leave the rest to you.”

And so the next attack came, and they were surrounded from all sides.
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“If there are only sixteen, then it's quite easy!”

Wen’s Wind God created wind blades that tore up the centipedes. And those that
survived were skewered by the flying swords.

“You're out of luck with that HP!”

Ultimately, they could not escape Shin’s attacks, and all 32 and then 64 centipedes
were killed without Kasumi having to help.

“This would be hell without wide-area attacks.”
“Do you think it will be 128 next?”
“I don’t know. Well, they can’t beat me with numbers.”

As they said this, the ground shook harder than it ever had before. And then a centipede
that was even larger than the first came out of the ground as its sharp mandibles
glimmered.

Shin had not been expecting this at all, and his reaction was delayed. But Kasumi
quickly pointed her sword at it.

“Purple Phantom Blade’!”

And then a storm of high-speed attacks were unleashed as if to push the centipede
back. The two warrior arms at her side reacted by also swinging with incredible force.
The shell of the centipedes head began to crack.

At the end of the skill, multiple blades appeared around the centipede’s head and came
together. It was similar to the force of the centipedes that had surrounded them and
jumped forward. And just like that, the centipede turned into light and disappeared.

“Haa... I see. It would exceed a hundred if it doubled again. So they stopped it there...
Still, you got really small.”

“Shut up. I'll cut you if you keep staring.”

Kasumi had activated her most powerful skill. However, it had the demerit of making
her body shrink. She tried to avoid using it when she could, but this was not a time
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when she had any choice.

“Haku, let me ride on you. Tsk... it's too high.”

“Uh, do you want me to help you?”

“I'll be back to normal soon. Stop looking at me as if 'm a child!”

“Hahaha. Kasumi, people from your guild really do have the most interesting skills.”

Just then, they both got the notification that they acquired the medal. And then they
were enveloped by light.

“I won'’t be able to fight until my body returns to normal.”

“Yeah, that’s fine. I'm sure Mi is heading towards us. And I think your snake could deal
with most enemies.”

Once Kasumi had managed to climb onto Haku, the two of them teleported back to the
field.
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CHAPTER 307
DEFENSE SPECIALIZATION AND
REUNION

While battles were erupting all around them, Maple and Mai were having a peaceful
tea party on top of Syrup’s back.

“Woah! Mai, we got another medal!”
“You're right... Do you think everyone is doing it alone...?”
“Hmm. It’s strange that no one comes. We should be sticking out a lot right now...”

Maple didn’t want to waste too many of her weapons, and so changed into her green
clothes and used ‘Poltergeist’ to unleash a thick laser beam into the sky.

Because of this, even from far away you would be able to see a pillar of light swinging
around in the dark sky.

“Ah, another monster is flying towards us!”

Of course, since it was a laser, it could be a beam saber when swung around. And so
the flying devils would have their wings burned, which slowed them down as they
flew. Regardless, it was Mai’s turn to act.

She took out some of the iron balls that were under the table on Syrup’s back, and
flicked her wrist as she threw the ball.

It found its target with precision, as the light of the laser reflected off the heads of the
devils. And they exploded like popped balloons.

“Nice throw!”

“Th-thank you.”
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“Hmm. I brought out the table because I thought they would be here by now... They
must have been sent very far away.”

“But at least they seem to be safe. And they’re all very strong. I'm sure they will arrive
soon.”

“Yes, it’s not like we know where they are... Ah, do you want more tea?”
“Uh, yes. Thank you.”

And like that, the two enjoyed their tea party as if completely oblivious to the hell
down below.

While the sky was relatively safe, it was hard to even find a place on the ground that
wasn’t covered in monsters. There were times when it felt like you would be safer
inside the dungeons. Within all that, Kanade and Yui were the Maple Tree members
who were lucky enough to find each other. They had escaped the monsters and made
use of their smaller frames to hide in the hollow of a tree. It would be quite difficult
for Kanade to protect Yui by himself. And even now, monsters were moving towards
the tree they were in.

“Phew. That was close. I doubt we would have been able to survive if it was just me.”
“You're one to talk. Well, we were kind of in trouble too.”

It was Drag who now stood in front of the tree. As he generally only moved with
Frederica, he was not able to live up to his full potential without someone supporting
him.

“Give and take, alright? We can part ways once we get out of this alive.”

“And Frederica is in the area anyway. Sally is apparently with her, for some strange
reason.”

“You can contact them?”

“Yeah. Sort of”
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“I think we just need to survive a little longer. If Sally’s with them, we should be able
to go to Maple.”

They weren’t that far from the area with the laser. They just needed to survive this
wave of monsters.

o 12

Holy Armor; ‘Holy Enchant.

First, Kanade enveloped Drag’s armor and weapons in light. This would minimize the
damage if he was hit, and it would also increase the damage that he dealt.

“Sou will also use damage reduction skills, so you can fight without worrying.”
Kanade said as he called out Sou and had it transform into him.
“Oh, that would be a great help. Earth ‘Earthquake’!”

The Golem that was next to Drag slammed both arms into the ground. And the area
around them began to shake. While this had no effect on the devils in the air, it made
the zombies stop in their tracks.

“Earth Wave'!”

Drag activated the skill and the ground rippled and rose, violently pushing the monsters
back.

Furthermore, as all of Drag’s skills had a knockback effect, the monsters were thrown
even farther away. Aside from using knockbacks to break his enemy’s stance, Drag also
had many abilities that pushed the enemy away, making it hard for them to get close
enough to attack.

As long as Drag attacked them, the knockback effect would occur, and the enemies
were kept at bay.

“That’s amazing! I would be able to fight a lot more if [ could do that...”

“Well, everyone has their strengths and weaknesses. You just need to wait until it’s
time for you to use your strength.”

MYeS!"
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“Oh, ‘Defense Barrier
“Nice guard! You're certainly not worse than Frederica!”
“..Iwon’t help you anymore if you keep saying things like that.”

It was just as Drag said this, that Frederica appeared, pushing her way through the
bushes.

“Oh!? You're here already. What a relief! That was quick.”

“Uh, but you just said that you weren’t going to help me anymore... Hmph. ‘Multi-
Barrier’!”

Now that Frederia was supporting Drag, Sally went to Kanade and Yui.
“I didn’t expect to find you two here. Well, I'm glad that you're alright.”
“We were so close to reaching Maple, but then these monsters appeared.”

“At first, we were fighting with Drag, but [ was in danger and... Oh, right! Sally, could
you help Drag?”

While Frederica had come, it was still two against many. And so Yui looked very
worried as she watched Drag. Especially since she had not done much but be protected.
She had an apologetic expression on her face.

“Don’t worry. It’s not just Frederica and I that came.”
“Huh?”

“Area Expand, ‘Holy Blade of Conviction’!”
“Whirlwind Slash’!”

They heard a voice from the other side of Drag’s dirt wall, and immediately after, a
current of light washed over the field. There were also sounds cracking, and the trio
could tell that monsters were being annihilated.
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“They’re so much stronger than before... Even without the tamed monsters. I'm so glad
this event isn’t about PvP”

“I expected no less from them. Payne and Dred.”

It was Payne and Dred that had erased the monsters from the field. They then put their
weapons away and started to talk with Drag and Frederica.

“It’'s no use. Nothing from the other party members... Besides, they were great shield
wielders and buff-debuffers... maybe they were unlucky in terms of where they landed.”

“l see. What about our base?”

Frederica shook her head at Payne’s question. As Payne’s party had made their base
near the edge of the map, it was now overrun by powerful monsters.

“We’ll have to look for a new place. How annoying...”
“Well, we have no choice. It's too dangerous to spend the night out in the field.”

Sally overheard this conversation, and she thought about it a little before walking
towards them.

“Um, there’s something I'd like to negotiate with you. Do you have a minute?”
And then Sally made a certain suggestion.

“What do you think about this snack? [ bought it on the 7th layer”

“It's delicious! I'll have to tell Yui about it later...”

“Hehe. There’s still more. Ah, wait! Something is coming!”

Maple saw that something was flying towards them from the darkness. And so she
directed her weapons at it so she could burn it with the laser if necessary. Mai also
picked up an iron ball and looked in the same direction.

“Huh? That..”

As Maple squinted, she saw that it wasn’t a monster, but Ignis and Ray. And on their
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backs, were the members of the Congregation of Holy Swords, Flame Emperors, and
the remaining members of Maple Tree.

“I didn’t expect us to meet again so soon, Maple.”
“Mi! Everyone! Payne and... Huh? Did-did something happen?”

“I didn’t expect us to have the same timing, but apparently Sally and I were thinking
the same thing.”

“It looks like it.”

In other words, what both of them had suggested was the sharing of their base. Maple
Tree’s base was close to the center of the map, and so it wasn’t overflowing with
monsters yet.

And so in exchange for being able to stay there, the others would help defend it.

“Ohh! That's great! It will be more fun with all these people. And we’ll be able to kill
more monsters!”

Said Maple with a big smile. Then the other member of Maple Tree got onto Syrup, and
they flew off towards their base.

“Hmm. Sally, it was around here, right?”
“Yes. The mountain’s position hasn’t changed. So it should be down here.”

And so Maple had Syrup slowly descend until they landed on the ground. They searched
the area for a while until they found the sign, which led them to the familiar cave.

“Phew. What a relief. Alright, let’s return once before going out to explore.”

“But it took us a lot of time to reunite, so depending on management, the monsters
might be coming out soon.”

In that case, it was best to start work on the base immediately. And so they all went
inside. As it would take time to set up the traps again, they did it on the way.

“Woah... Who thought of this deadly trap...”
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“Marx. Why don’t you set up traps too?”

“Yeah, I'll ask. Also, I think we should make at least one route where the traps won’t
trigger when we go through... After all, it will be over if you step on one by accident.”

As Maple constantly had Dedicated Affection activated, there was no problem if the
members of Maple Tree were in the poison mud, but it was not the same for the other
guild members.

And so Marx joined them in setting traps as they made their way deeper in. Since there
were eight more people now, they had to use the space differently.

“Let’s do this quickly! Everyone, help me, okay? And I mean everyone.”

Izu ordered as they remade the living area. Since they had already finished setting the
traps, they were able to finish building their camp in no time.
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CHAPTER 308
DEFENSE SPECIALIZATION AND
INTERCEPTION

The base was completed just a short time before the strengthened monsters were
supposed to appear. While it meant they would have less space to intercept them,
Marx’s traps raised the overall quality of the place.

“Huh? A screen? Are you going to watch something?”
“I'm going to make it appear on this screen...”

Marx said. And then the image appeared on the screen he had set up. It showed every
room of the ant’s nest dungeon.

“Woah! That’s amazing!”

“li-it will make it easy to know which traps have to be reset. And we'll know how
strong the monsters are... Later then.”

Marx told Maple that the fighting would be left to the other guild members, and then
he returned to his space that had been partitioned.

The newly created living space had a large open area in the center, which connected
to every guild’s district. This was also where Marx’s screen was set up.

As it was still Maple Tree’s base, it was only their members who were loud and active.
But since she had visited them a lot, Frederica blended in with them quite naturally.

“I'm so bored. We can’t go into any dungeons... But we also have to keep our guard up..”

“I see you’'ve made yourself at home... Don’t forget that you still have to help guard the
place, okay?”

“I know, Sally. Flame Emperor is here too. So we won'’t lose.”
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“Sally! It seems like something has come inside!”

And just like that, the image of the invader appeared on Marx’s screen. Their first
monster was running on four legs. It looked like Maple’s ‘Savagery’ but with fewer legs
and more eyes. As they watched, more and more of them started entering their base.
It was like watching some incredible avalanche, and their sheer numbers allowed
them to pass through the traps. And while the traps did make their numbers go down,

they weren'’t killing all of the monsters.

“Ahh. They will likely reach us at this rate. They must be stronger than the ones we
fought last night. Payne! You're up!”

As Frederica headed to Congregation of the Holy Swords'’s district, Mi came out of the
Kingdom of the Flame Emperor’s district.

“I'll go. You can stay behind me.”
“Mi. Are you sure?”
Maple asked. Mi laughed confidently.

“I'm a Guild Master of a large guild too. Besides, aside from Shin, Marx and Misery are
usually in the back supporting me.”

If a horde of monsters with high endurance were going to flood into here, Mi would
have the easiest time if she fought by hersellf.

“I'll come in if you need help!”

“Yeah. But don’t worry. That won’t be necessary.”

As Mi said this, Payne arrived and agreed.

“Yeah, I'll go too. I swore to do my part, since you allowed us to stay here.”
“Yes, yes. Then I'll just cast some buffs on you and you can do the rest.”

Aside from Frederica; Marx, Misery, and Izu also cast buffs on Payne and Mi. The two
were surrounded by numerous auras as they prepared.
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“Let’s go, Mi.”
“Don’t hold back this time, Payne.”
“Yeah, there are so many... And it’s better to overkill than accidentally let one escape.”

Mi and Payne then called out Ignis and Ray. They held their weapons ready as they
walked to the interception area.

There, loud footsteps started to echo, and then a crowd of monsters flooded in from
the entrance.

As soon as the monsters saw them, black magic circles appeared in front of their eyes.
It seemed to be the start of some kind of attack. However, the pair started their own
attack before the magic circles could do anything.

»

“Ignis, ‘Flame of the Phoenix, ‘Fire to my body:.
“Ray, ‘“Torrent of Light, ‘Unleash all Magic.”

Mi’s body was surrounded in red fire, and it spread through the ground. Payne’s sword
was enveloped in a pale light, and loud sparks could be heard.

““Murderous Inferno’!”

o

Light Sword of the Holy Dragon’!”

The moment that the black light came out of the monsters’s black circles, the area was
filled with red and white that far surpassed it. The red flames unleashed by Mi turned
the whole area into a damage field, burning everything in front of her. The light that
Payne created was especially effective on devil monsters. It erased them from existence
as if purifying them.

The flames and light shot through the passages, even blowing away the items that
were left there. The entire dungeon was filled with a violent storm. After a while, it
finally faded away.

“Bah. In spite of it being the second day, they weren’t even that strong.”

“We had an advantage in terms of terrain. It was easy for us to use wide-area attacks
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on them.”
“Mi and Payne! That was amazing!”

“I'm sure that they’ll attack again. But it will be easy to take turns fighting, since there
are 16 of us. You can call any members of our guild any time.”

“Same with us.”
“Thank you!”

As Maple continued to gush over how impressed she was, Frederica turned away from
the monitor and walked towards them.

“Hey, Payne! Did you have to blow away Marx’s cameras too?”

Aside from the area near the entrance, nothing else was showing up on the screen now.
“..? Maybe one of the buffs included extended my range, and I didn’t realize... 'm sorry.”
“Mi too... Those things took me a long time to set up.”

“Uh, yeah. Sorry.”

As they heard the others talk about the need to reset the traps, Chrome and Kasumi
thought about what they had just seen.

“Are all Guild Masters like that?”

“No, these one-man armies have to be rare. It just so happens that a lot of them are
close to us.”

As they thought about their own Guild Master, they went about resetting the traps in
case there was a second attack.

Maple and Sally took Marx with them, and they reset the items that Payne and Mi had
destroyed.

“I didn’t think we’d be making such a dangerous dungeon like this...”
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Marx muttered as he set down the items that would allow them to see the rooms.
“Hmm. Payne and Mi really do a lot of damage. It was more than [ had imagined.”
“It really was crazy.”

“Though, we might fight them again, so I can’t be too optimistic about it.”
“Th-that’s right. Yes.”

The two of them had become so much stronger since the 4th event. And Maple clenched
her fists and swore that she would do her best if she had to fight them later on.

“While they did have all those buffs, [ was still surprised. Mi isn’t really the type who
you can beat by just being able to do similar attacks... or knowing a weakness.”

Of course, the Flame Emperors were also looking at the Congregation of Holy Swords.
Being able to see the power of their rival was a big deal for all three guilds that were
present.

And gathering the most medals during this event was an important part of being one
step ahead of the others.

However, Mi’'s party had already been halved. Their only player who fought on the
frontlines was Shin, which put them in a dangerous position.

Marx wondered about this as he finished resetting the traps. He was still thinking
about it as he returned to the back of the dungeon. The other two followed after him.
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CHAPTER 309
DEFENSE SPECIALIZATION AND
A CHANGE IN DIRECTION

Some time had passed, and after they were attacked several times, they decided that
it wasn’t worth the trouble of resetting the traps every time, and so they switched
directions. They would immediately crush the monsters as soon as they entered. All
of the 16 players here were so strong that they could compete for the title of strongest
player in the game, and so there was no problem if they took turns fighting.

As an example, Yui and Mai would hit the monsters with their great hammers the
moment that they stuck their heads out. Those that jumped out too quickly or survived
through some skill, would then be subject to Izu’s cannons or Frederica or Mi would
shoot them down with long range attacks.

When they realized that this made things so much easier, the members of Flamer
Emperors and Congregation of Holy Sword started to discuss something in the shared
space.

“Did something happen?”

Once she was sure that no monsters were attacking, Maple went to talk to the other
two guilds.

They were talking about the same thing. They believed that it would be a good idea to
go out during the night and finish a dungeon.

“While tonight's monsters aren’t exactly weak, they are not so strong that we can’t deal
with them. And considering that we were forcefully teleported today, who knows what
will happen tomorrow.”

“Payne is right. The night is supposed to be more dangerous than the day. However,
I'm willing to bet that the third day is more dangerous than the second night.”

“I-1 see..”
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As large guilds that fought for the top spot, they would want to get their hands on as
many medals they possibly could. And since they now had a decent grasp on how
strong the enemy was, they decided that four people would be enough. And they
wanted to go out and explore.

“Ah, that’s right! Then we’ll help you too!”

Payne and Mi were quite surprised by this. They thought about it for a minute, and
then decided that Maple didn’t have any hidden motives, and she was purely suggesting
this as a friend.

“Yeah, it will be a great relief for us if more want to join. Besides, the medals go to
everyone. So there are merits for your guild too, Maple..”

“Well, you should discuss it with the others. See if they think it's worth the danger to
go out and collect more medals. I'm grateful for the offer, but you’ve done enough for
us by letting us stay here.”

They said that they would be glad for Maple Tree’s help. And then they started to think
of a strategy for when they did go out.

And so Maple went and gathered the other members of Maple Tree together and
repeated the conversation to them.

“Well, that might work. We really have no guarantee of what the third day will be like.
And it’s true that these current monsters are still manageable.”

“And we should try and get as many medals as possible.”

“We'll help too!”

“We’ll help too!”

“I think it will be fine as long as we can return here by the morning of the third day.”

“I agree. While Kasumi and Izu acquired some medals, we didn’t do any exploring
today.”

“So we're all in agreement about it. After all, we may not have time to search for more
during the third day”
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After they all agreed, they decided to split the members of Maple Tree, Flame Emperors,
and Congregation of Holy Swords, and explore the area.

“I have a map with likely dungeons marked out. You can see it now.”
“Ahh. You sure are resourceful, Sally. Hmm. So where is it?”
“Don’t be so impatient.”

Sally then sent the map she had made to the others. They would have to use it to decide
which direction they would go in.

“Looking at it like this... Places with special objects seem to be close to the corners of
the map. We already checked this area.”

“They are probably considering what happens after the second day. And given the
need to go to the corners where the monsters are stronger, that seems right...”

Payne and Mi'’s guilds looked over the map and thought about the risks and rewards.
It was decided that groups of four would be the most balanced and allow them to cover
the most space. And like that, each of the four groups had members from the other
guilds, and they searched for dungeons in the north, south, east, and west.

Mobility, endrance, and attack ability were all considered, and each team would be

strong in their own way. And with that, everyone left the base and went out into the
field.
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CHAPTER 310
DEFENSE SPECIALIZATION AND
TO THE EAST

The four who went east were Dred, Marx, Mai, and Yui.

They rode on top of Tsukimi and Yukimi as they dashed through the field.
“Woah. They really are fast.”

“Yes. Like this, we might be able to outrun any monsters we encounter...”

As they said this, one of the four-legged monsters that had attacked their base, suddenly
appeared in front of them. Even Marx’s Clear was not able to erase every single one,
and so it now rushed towards the four of them.

o

Power Share, ‘Bright Star’!”

o

Power Share, ‘Bright Star’!”

As Tsukimi and Yukimi’s masters had higher attack ability, sharing their STR caused
theirs to rise, and they unleashed a spherical light that caused damage.

The monster in front of them was hit by two of them, and stumbled.

As it lost its balance, Tsukimi and Yukimi dashed forward on both sides of it. And just
as they were about to pass it by, the two swung their great hammers right into the
monster, erasing it with a burst of light.

“What a horrible hit and run.”
“It really is incredible, seeing it up close...”

The general strategy for these four was to allow Mai and Yui to get close to the monsters
in order to destroy them. Furthermore, since Tsukimi and Yukimi were with them,
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they were guaranteed a decent amount of speed as well. With Marx’s trap setting
abilities put into the mix, they didn’t have too much to worry about.

The four of them looked at the map that Sally had made, and tried to figure out the
location of the mark, relative to Maple Tree’s base.

“The terrain hasn’t changed, at least. According to Sally, it should be around... here?”

The shadows of the night were so dark and vast that you couldn’t see any stars. But
the moon’s reflection could be seen on the lake’s surface. And since there was no moon
to be seen in the sky, it was clear that there was something very strange about this
lake.

“Should we go?”

“Yeah. We'll just get attacked by monsters if we stay here looking. Besides, Marx said
he finds it easier to work inside of dungeons.”

“Yes. Clear’s abilities won't work as well out here...”

“Then let’s get going. Though, we still don’t know if it really is a dungeon.”
“Understood. Tsukimi!”

Mai and Yui then had Tsukimi and Yukimi run down to the side of the lake.
“For now, let’s try going to the center.”

“Should we... use a boat?”

However, Tsukimi and Yukimi were able to swim, so there was no need for that. But as
their feet stretched out towards the water’s surfaces, a most strange thing happened.
Their feet did not sink, but stopped perfectly on top of the water. And after that, they
were able to walk on it like it was normal ground.

“This... it looks like we were right.”

The four continued on until they reached the center of the lake. And when they arrived,
their bodies were enveloped by light.
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“That was pretty quick. Well, just try not to die.”
“Yeah.”
MYeS!"

HYeS!"

As they waited excitedly, their bodies were covered completely, and they were teleported
off to the dungeon.

The place they came out in had a ground that was covered in water. Even the walls
were damp. The overall atmosphere was damp and humid. It was a circular area and
it was easy to see that this was the starting point.

There was only one passage leading away, so they had no choice but to follow it.
“Well, let’s go then.”

“Yes. Alright, Clear... ‘“Transparent.”

“Are we invisible now?”

“Yes. But be careful, it doesn’t work on every monster.”

“I don’t know if [ would be able to deal with this during PvP. Even if [ knew about it.”

“..Maybe.”

They cautiously made their way down the passage. Then they saw an eel that was about
a meter in length, coming toward them from the other side. It was enveloped in water
as it swam through the air. A trail of water was left behind it, and they could hear
sparks of electricity as pale light flashed.

And while the four brandished their weapons, the eel had not seen them, and passed
them by.

“Mai!"

“Yes!”
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The two stepped forward and swung their great hammers as hard as they could.

The leisurely swimming eel felt the full force of this attack as it was pounded out of
the air. There was a loud popping noise as it slammed into the ground and exploded
with electricity and light before disappearing.

“What an extravagant assassination...”
“All the better with ‘“Transparent.”

As they would be exposed when attacking, he and Izu had had to use it when entering
the dungeon. But it had a very different effect for Mai and Yui. For the monsters, it was
as if an invisible, instant death attack was coming out of nowhere. And since they died
in one hit, there was no fear of getting caught.

“That’s something that couldn’t be done in our guild.”
“Well, it’s just a skill for ambushes...”

“Ah, it seems we’re visible. Can you put it on again!”
“Ah, it seems we're visible. Can you put it on again!”

“They might come out in the boss fight. So we should kill every new monster that we
meet along the way.”

Whether or not they died in one hit from Mai and Yui would greatly affect their strategy.
And like that, the four were off to a very good start.

Marx cast ‘Transparent’ on them again, and then used a trap skill on May and Yui that
would create a barrier when they were attacked by enemies.

“It was leaking electricity... Even if it can’t see you, it might still attack everything
around it. So you should be careful.”

“Maple’s Dedicated Affection, was it? We don’t have that kind of defense ability. So
we’ll have to dodge attacks when we can.”

And if that failed, Marx’s defense wall would be their last fortress. Mai and Yui also
knew that when they teamed up with someone besides Maple, they needed to have all
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their attacks hit their targets. So this was a good time to work on their skills.
“Let’s keep going at this pace then!”
“Remember, we have to be careful, Yui.”

They said happily. Aside from the electric eel, there were all kinds of fish that swam in
the air. And after they had walked for a while, a huge room appeared before them.
Here, the place was filled with fish that swam in the air while leaving a trail of electricity.

It was easy to imagine what would happen if you attacked one carelessly. They would
all turn towards you at once and unleash their attacks.

“Wha-what should we do... [t would be very hard for us to kill them all at once.”
“I wish we could slip through, but I don’t know if it's possible.”

“Oh, well. Shadow, ‘Awakening.”

Dred said. And then the black wolf was summoned.

“Marx isn’t the only one who can help you avoid battles.”

As Dred activated the skill, he told the other three to run straight to the corridor on
the opposite side.

Upon hearing this, May and Yui go on top of Tsukimi and Yukimi. Then they told Dred
that they were ready.

“Let’s go. Shadow, ‘Shadow World.”

And just like that, the ground underneath all four of them turned black, and their entire
bodies sunk into the ground. The other three were stunned for a moment, but then
they remembered Dred’s order and began to dash forward. Above them, they could
see the semi-transparent ground they had been on earlier. After a while, they were
pushed back up, and they got closer to the surface.

Somehow, the four of them had succeeded in reaching the other side without being seen.

“Haha. That means you would be able to go right through my traps... How could I even
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deal with such a skill?”
“..Hmm. I don’t know.”

Marx looked quite stunned at this display of power from a member of the Congregation
of Holy Blades. Mai and Yui could not hide their surprise either.

“That was amazing! That skill looks like it would have so many uses!”
“You saved us. Thank you.”
“It’s nothing. I'll have to show my firepower during the boss fight as well. But still...”

Dred scratched his head. Mai and Yui always reacted so honestly to everything, it was
hard to imagine they were the same people that were fighting.

“It's very... Maple Tree... I guess...”
“Ah... I think [ know what you’re thinking about.”

Well, this kind of dungeon crawling was not bad for a change. That is what he thought
while looking at their shining eyes. And with that, they headed for the boss room.

With Clear and Shadow’s ability to avoid combat, and with Mai and Yui’s ability to one-
shot monsters when necessary, the four of them were able to reach the boss room
without too much trouble.

“Marx. Are you ready?”

“Yeah, I'm fine.”

“We're fine too!”

“We're fine too!”

“Alright. Let’s open the door then.”

Dred was in the lead as they stepped inside. In the back of the room, there was a giant
catfish that was nearly 10 meters in size and covered in water. Electricity crackled
from its long and thick whiskers.
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The catfish’s HP bar appeared above its head, and at the same time, its body shuddered,
sending the water around it flying towards the four intruders. While they were
floating in the air, the electricity in the catfish’s whiskers increased in intensity, and
the water became electric as well.

“Remote Set, Earth Wall.”

Marx had a bad feeling, and so he created a wall of dirt, blocking the spheres of water
from reaching them. Immediately after, there was a loud crash, as thick tendrils of
electricity connected the spheres. After a while, they disappeared again.

“Don’t worry. I'll make an opening for you. You fight alongside Sally a lot, don’t you?”
“Yes, we're fine!”
“Yes, we're fine!”

Dred was like Sally in terms of speed and weapons. And so it would be easy for Mai
and Yui to coordinate with him. They had trained with Sally for quite a long time.

And so it was not hard for them to see the similarities.
“Shadow, ‘Shadow Pack’”!

As Dred started to run forward, he called out several wolves from his shadow. They
ran ahead and charged into the catfish that floated slight above the ground. However,
before the wolves could deal any damage, they hit the water that enveloped the catfish,
and with the buzz of electric shock they vanished.

“How annoying... I guess I'll have to use magic then.”

He would get shocked too if he got too close. But since he had a skill that would allow
him to survive with 1 HP, he could test it if he wanted. But it wasn’t worth the risk.

As he used magic to attract its attention, he tried to think of how they could beat it,
now that it was so much harder for Mai and Yui to attack it. For now, he tried to get it
to turn its back on Mai and Yui. Just then, there was a thunderous sound that was as
loud as the lightning attack, and something crashed into the catfish’s stomach.

The catfish staggered greatly. Whatever it was that hit it, now fell on the floor and
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made the room shake. When Dred looked in the direction that it had come from, he
saw that Mai was throwing something, and Yui was hitting it with her great hammer
as if they were playing baseball. And while he didn’t see it, Marx was standing near
them as well, and looking a little put off by how strong they were.
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Then there was another crash as something came flying. To be precise, this mysterious
sphere that was the result of combining the hardest materials in the game and was
able to withstand Mai and Yui's attacks had only been completed on the first night.
And luckily, the catfish had moved in order to dodge the second hit, which resulted in
the sphere catching it right in the face. The damaged catfish lost its water power and
fell down to the ground.

“Dred! Now!”
“Please do it...!"
“What the hell... ‘Septuple Slash’! Shadow, ‘Shadow Pack.”

Deciding to testit, Dred attacked the catfish’s whiskers, which were no longer unleashing
electricity.

They said that there was power in numbers, and the pack of wolves descended on the
catfish with rapid and repeated attacks that dealt real damage. During the attack, large
cuts appear on the catfish’s whiskers. While the main body was still alive, Dred was
sure that its electric attacks would be weaker now. Just then, the catfish’s body started
to crackle with electricity again, and so he moved away.

“Those two... they won’t make it in time, even on their bears.”

The catfish had not been down for long, and since they had been getting ready to hit
it again, they would not make it in time.

“Mai, Yui! Can you hit it again?”
HYeS!"
MYeS!"

Dred moved to the other side of the catfish so that he wouldn’t be hit accidentally, and
then he concentrated on dodging its attacks. Unlike Sally, he wouldn’t die by taking
just a little damage, and so he bought time until it went down again, by making use of
the damage reduction effect, and the walls that Marx continued to make.

“This... is getting dangerous. Shadow, ‘Shadow Wall’!”
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He predicted the next attack and kept the damage to a minimum. And when he was
attacked by electricity that was too big to dodge, he would escape by using his shadow
skill.

It was this combination of skill and technique that allowed him to buy time. And then,
the catfish was hit by the ball again, and went crashing to the ground.

“We can reach it this time!”
“We can reach it this time!”

This time, they were ready to rush towards it, and so they jumped on Tsukimi and
Yukim’s backs.

“Double Strike’!!"”
“Double Strike’!!”

They jumped off of Tsukimi and Yukimi and unleashed their attack. Unlike their batting
attack, which was only effective because of their ridiculous power; their damage output
now was what you would expect from a proper attack skill.

This destructive power came at the expense of everything else, and it was by no means
inferior to what Payne or Mi could do.

After all, ordinary attack skills that anyone could buy on the market would now result
in instant-Kkills.

However, the catfish managed to survive with just a little HP remaining, and now its
body was unleashing more electricity than ever before. But judging by how unnatural
its movements were, Dred sensed that something was coming, and so he moved away.

“It’s still alive!?”
“It’s still alive!?”
“Stand back! I think it’s a gimmick!”

The two got back on Tsukimi and Yukimi, and with Dred, they retreated to where Marx
was waiting.
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When the three looked behind them, they saw that the giant catfish had reached the
peak of its electrical discharge. Several pillars of light shot up to the ceiling like
thunderbolts, and huge chunks of ground were carved out.

“Remote Set - Earth Wall, ‘Remote Set — Obstacle, ‘Remote Set - Castle Wall’!”

Marx created barriers behind them as they ran, in an attempt to delay the lightning
from catching up to them. Like this, they somehow managed to reach Marx. And then
Marx created the fortress he had made when he was with Izu.

“Set - One Night Castle’! It still won’t stop...!”
“How long will this hold!?”
“At this pace... maybe 30 seconds!”

Everything outside of the fortress was just white light. They had no idea what was
happening outside. However, they could not allow themselves to be killed here.

“Oh, well. It’s just one more hit. If we're going to die here anyway, I might as well try
it. As annoying as it is.”

As if he had no choice, Dred jumped out of the fortress and into the electricity.

o nn”
!

Super Acceleration, “Top Speed, ‘Godspeed, Shadow, ‘Shadow Dive

Dred accelerated all at once, and then used Shadow’s skill to dive into the shadows. It
all happened so quickly. And like that, Dred was able to go through the electricity.

The giant catfish was on the other side, and while an immense amount of electricity
was raining down, it wasn’t necessary to get through it. Instead, he used earth magic
to create a stone bullet.

“Hah. I'm glad that it’s not too thick.”

The stone bullet hit the catfish right between the eyes and pierced through its flesh.
And this time, its HP went down to 0.

“Hah... we somehow did it.”
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“Are you okay, Dred?”
“Mm, yeah. Don’t worry about me. No problem at all.”

The fight was over, and they all received a medal each. Dred looked at the overjoyed
Mai and Yui, and he hoped that the next dungeon would have an easier boss.
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CHAPTER 311
DEFENSE SPECIALIZATION AND
TO THE WEST

The four that went to the west were Payne, Misery, [zu, and Kanade. And their mode
of transportation was Ray, who could fly.

“It seems like Dred’s team have succeeded in finishing a dungeon.”
“I’'m not surprised. But judging by this speed, Mai and Yui must be doing well.”

The four were headed to an island that floated in the sky. There were many floating
islands, and most of them were just there for the atmosphere, and could not be
entered. However, there was one island that had a narrow area where you could just
barely slip through.

“It's very strange that there’s just one. There must be something here.”
“Yes. But... Ah, [ knew they would come.”

As you could just barely invade it, it was no surprise that it was at the very edge of the
map. And that meant that even from the sky, strong monsters would appear. Just like
the four had predicted, devil monsters with bat-like wings and two horns on their
heads came flying towards them.

“I saw these on the ground too. They like to summon their minions. What should we do?”

“We're not far from the island. We should be able to get through if we can distract them
for a second.”

12

“Fine. It's settled then. Let’s go, Sou. ‘Sleeping Bubble, ‘Paralyze Shout.

An electric effect came out from the book, and bubbles that shone like the rainbow
blew out. Every skill that Kanade could use, Sou could use as well. And while it didn’t
work on all of them, the devils that were affected by the paralysis and sleep began to
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drop out of the air. And a path to the floating island was opened before them.
“Ray, ‘Shooting Star’!”

A light then enveloped Ray, as they all sat on it, and the tamed monster suddenly flew
forward with accelerated speed.

By using a charging skill, they would throw any monster who got in their way into the
air, and reach the floating island at top speed.

It went better than expected, and they were able to shake off the surrounding monsters
as they approached the island.

“Leave the enemies behind us to me!”

“You should focus your skills on defeating the monsters that are ahead of us.”

And so Izu and Misery took on the roles of dealing with the monsters that pursued
them. Payne and Kanade dealt with the rest.

“Good. We can descend now.”

And like that, they safely arrived on the island. Payne returned Ray to its original size
and then they inspected their surroundings. They had come down on a corner of the
island that had a wide clearing as if it were just begging them to come down here. But
the entire island itself was not that large, and you could walk from one corner to the
other in a few minutes.

“I guess we’ll have to go in this forest up ahead.”

“Yes. But keep your guard up.”

Payne took the lead as the four of them entered the forest. Apparently, monsters did
not enter this forest, and it was clear that it was quite different from the other places.

“Is that a mansion...?”
“It looks like it. Should we go inside?”

“Yeah, it’s not like we have a choice.”
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And so they opened the front door and walked in. A vast entrance was before them,
and in the center, there was a large magic circle that looked like it was drawn with
blood. It was hard to look away from it.

“I see. Well, it’s a good thing they made it easy to find.”
“I already made preparations for damage nullification in case it is a trap.”

Their support was ready. They had come all this way to complete dungeons, so there
was no way that they would turn back now. However, it turned out that their worries
were unfounded, and all four were soon surrounded by that familiar light. They waited
for the light to die down and then they opened their eyes. What they saw was a long
passage made of stone bricks. Behind them was a wall, which made it easy to know
which way they were supposed to go.

“Well, I guess we better go forward for now.”
“Yes. And I don’t sense any monsters.”

Just like before, Payne took the lead as they advanced. Then they came upon a wide
open room with three doors. Each door had a different mark on it, a sword, staff, and
spear. Clearly, they were supposed to mean something.

“Maybe it's supposed to tell us what kind of monster is behind it?”
“I think so too. Then we should choose something that would be easy to deal with.”

And so the four discussed it and decided to choose the door with the sword on it. When
they opened it, they came out into an arena without any obstacles. On the other side,
there was a monster who wore armor and a helmet and wielded a great sword.

“So, it really was about the monster.”
“Yeah. And if all of them have just one monster, that will make things easier”

Indeed, their strategy involved Payne being the main attacker, while the other three
did what they were good at, which was casting buffs. They would create a one man
army. Everything from status effects, recovery, resurrection, support fire. They would
cover him.
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“I can’t lose after receiving this much support. I'll fulfill my role.”

Like that, Payne unsheathed his sword and faced the monster. First, he needed to
check if his strategy would work. And so the three cast buffs on Payne. None of them
affected the enemy, and they wouldn’t exactly be considered rare skills either.

Once they were finished, Payne dashed forward before the monster could approach
him.
“Ray, ‘Breath of the Holy Dragon, ‘Holy Blade of Fragmentation’!”

The blinding breath that Ray unleashed not only damaged the monster, but staggered
it.

Payne rushed towards it all at once and cut deeply into its body with his sword. Then
he swung again to the side, this time cutting through its shoulder and reaching its
stomach. The monster was also carrying a greatsword that looked like it would deal a
lot of damage, and it swung it wildly. However, it was either blocked or dodged. And it
was not able to hurt Payne.

Part of it was because of the buffs, but when it came to pure swordsmanship, this
monster was not on the same level as Payne.

“Holy Blade of Conviction’!”

As Payne’s voice rang, a light flashed from his sword, and when it swung down, it easily
separated the monster’s torso from its lower half. And so ultimately, without ever
being in danger, and without ever not overwhelming the enemy, Payne’s battle with
the warrior had ended.

“That exceeded my expectations...”
“I'm reminded of the boss on the 10th floor of the tower. Just pure strength.”

“If this is what they are like, then buffs will likely be enough, unless there are a lot of
enemies at once.”

As they thought about his strength, the four of them went through the door that was
at the back of the arena. This time, they were greeted by two doors. One had a katana
on it and the other a bow.
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“Which should we choose?”
“Let’s go with the katana. It will be easier than someone with a ranged weapon.”

They decided to choose the katana, and then they went through the door. What they
were greeted to, was a similar arena. This one had a single samurai who was sitting
down as he waited for them.

“I see. I'll attack him while the buffs are still active. Can you support me?”
“Of course.”

“Whenever you need it.”

“I'll be ready to heal you.”

Upon hearing this, Payne held a sword in one hand and a shield in the other as he
approached the enemy. He made sure to protect himself by holding his shield up as he
got close. Just then, and with a speed that even Payne could not follow, the katana was
swung, and a damage effect exploded from his arm, where his shield and sword could
not cover. Payne flew in the air from the knockback effect. But since Misery immediately
healed him, he did not suffer any real damage. However, the two now glared at each
other.

“I see. This one really is quite different from the last warrior.”
“Let’s follow the plan then.”
“Yeah, let’s do that. Immovable’!”

Payne then used a skill to nullify knockbacks, and then he charged forward. This time,
he didn’t bother to raise his shield.

»n

“Sou, ‘Cage of Gravity.
“Fay, “Tangled Grass.”

Since the enemy just kept his hand on his sword without moving, it was easy to target
him with magic. Kanade had Sou set down a field that greatly reduced one’s moving
speed, and Izu grew plants that would get in the way of a monster that was trying to
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move. These measures would prevent the Samurai from escaping, should it try.

And so Payne closed in the gap between him and the samurai. The samurai repeatedly
slashed with his katana before returning it to its sheath. And it did this at a speed that
the eye could not follow. However, Payne ignored him and raised his sword. Of course,
the katana dug deep into his body as it hit him, but Payne continued his attack on the
monster.

“Light of Healing’!”

Payne had the advantage of numbers. And there was no way that he wasn’t going to
use it. Even though knockback was now nullified and Payne continued to attack him,
the samurai might still have won due to incredible attack speed and overwhelming
amount of HP. However, not when Misery was there. Misery’s healing kept Payne from
sinking, and he continued to unleash his heavy attacks.

There was no way for the samurai to win against a player that was so strong that he
could continue to be hit by him.

“Holy Blade of Wall Breaking’!”

The sword came down with a flash of light. It stabbed into the samurai’s neck before
he could block it. And like that, the enemy disappeared into light.

These four were already among the strongest in the game. And so there was no way
that a single monster could win.

“Now, let’s keep going. [ think there should be more of them next time.”

And like that, they headed to the next door.

Ultimately, Payne was right, and the enemies increased with every room. Two and then
three. And then four. Sometimes, the enemy outnumbered them.

However, it meant absolutely nothing. These enemies would have been perfectly
manageable by Payne, while the others focused on buffing him. And a few more coming
out now just meant the others could finally make use of their own attack power.
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Bombs rolled all over the room, magic books were pulled out one after another,
everyone needed to attack and defend now, and the buffs and healing started to really
show their worth. You would have to get past one of the strongest of advance guards
to reach the rear guards, who were wreaking havoc in the arena. And that was too tall
an order for a monster.

“Phew. We're finally at the boss. There were more rooms than I was expecting.”
“Yeah. I wonder what kind of boss it will be?”

“I can’t imagine. The road here didn’t really give us any hints. But they were all
humanoids, so maybe the boss will be the same.”

“We’ll find out when we enter. Hmm. I hope it’s easy to kill.”

And so all four of them summoned their tamed monster and then they opened the
door and stepped inside.

The room was shaped like a rectangle, and it extended farthest from the entrance. At
the very end, there was a giant, floating stone slab that was also rectangular and had

no decorations. Just as the door shut behind them, a HP bar appeared above the stone
slab.

All four of them looked surprised at this unexpected enemy. In the meantime, the
marks they had seen on the doors on their way here, suddenly appeared around the

stone slab.

But they were all from the doors that they had not gone through. Judging from the
marks, there were sorcerers, archers, gunners, and others with ranged attacks.

The marks then started to glow, and this was followed by the actual monsters coming
out.

“.Isee”
“There are going to be a lot of enemies with ranged attacks.”
“Then there is only one strategy we can use.”

“Alright, I'll buy you all some time.”
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Kanade stepped in front of the others and took out one book after another.

o

Paralysis Powder; ‘High Waves, ‘Sticky Bullet, ‘Magic Obstruction.”

He calmly and quickly chose the most effective ones and activated them. These were
not Sou’s, which were slightly weaker. He used his own stored books to paralyze, call
out waves with knockback effects, and bound them to the ground. Like this, the few of
the advance guards were stopped in their tracks.

As for the sorcerer in the back, he hindered him by using a skill that would weaken
the force and range of his magic.

“Ahh, that stone slab seems to summon them at regular intervals...”

He could do nothing about that. And so he kept using more books in order to prevent
them from getting close.

o

Large Scale Magic Barrier; Sou, ‘Large Scale Magic Barrier’!”
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As he blocked off the advance guard, the number of rear guards only increased. And
now there was an immense amount of magic, arrows, and bullets flying towards them.
Kanade and Sou created two layers of barriers in order to stop them completely.

At this point, Payne’s skill that took so long to activate, was finally ready.
“Light Sword of the Holy Dragon’!”

This skill that he had used in Maple Tree’s base in order to drive back the monsters
was simply a wide area attack skill with high power. But there was strength in simplicity.
This had always been their trump card, and so it was incredibly convenient that the
boss monster should summon so many enemies for them at once.

As the lights and shock waves raged, erasing the monsters from existence, the four of
them jumped onto Ray’s back and through the use of ‘Shooting Star; reached the stone
slab in a flash.

“We have to launch a counter attack too.”
The three rear guards took out the bombs they had been given in advance.

Once Ray charged into the stone slab, damaging it, they all unleashed their own attacks.
The stone slab was good at rapidly summoning, but could do nothing else but moderate
magic. And without being able to overwhelm Misery’s healing magic, it could do
nothing as its HP started to decrease.

There was nothing to be done if everything it summoned could be killed with one hit.

o

Holy Blade of Conviction’!”

o )'"

Holy Spear

“Fay, ‘Item Strengthen, ‘Recycle’!”

o

Tornado’!”
The flashy attack effect enveloped the stone slab. And since it was already being hit by

Payne’s powerful area attack, cracks began to loudly appear on its surface. And then it
shattered.
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“I guess we had the better strategy?”
“I think we were a good match for it. Even the shape of the room worked in our favor.”

“l admit, I was a little frantic when I first saw that row of sorcerers and archers, but
we ended up winning pretty easily.”

“Yes, that was amazing.”

Just then, they heard the notification sound that told them that they had received the
medals. However, since they still had more time, the four of them decided to search
for another dungeon. Since their powerful skills were reset every day, it made sense
to try and use them up before the day ended.

And like that, the four returned to the mansion.
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CHAPTER 312
DEFENSE SPECIALIZATION AND
TO THE SOUTH

Drag, Shin, Chrome, and Kasumi were the four that headed to the south. Of course,
Kasumi was the one in the team that had a mode of transportation that all four of them
could use. Kasumi made Haku ‘Super Enlarge, and they traveled towards the dessert
that Maple Tree had teleported to on the first day.

The reason for this was that the four had gone around to all of the suspicious spots on
Sally’s map, but had found nothing. Even though the spots were all close together on
the south side, making exploration easier.

And since they had now gone to all of the places with high priority, they decided that
it must be somewhere that was hard to find. And so they had come to the wide open

dessert.

“I was thinking this while riding Payne’s dragon as well, but it sure is nice to have a
monster that can carry you.”

“Yes, Mi said the same thing.”

“Well, having mobility will allow you to get through areas faster... Now, is there anything
here..”

“There really isn’t. But things seem to be going smoothly for the teams that went in
the other directions...”

The four of them sat on Haku’s head and scanned the area. They were able to see worms
and devils in the distance. It appeared that they were fighting some players, as they
saw explosive magic effects.

“So there are players near the edge of the map as well.”

“We weren'’t the only ones who thought to come here then. Well, who wouldn’t think

traitorAIZEN 125|176



that there must be something in a dessert that's this big?”

As they continued their search, the weather suddenly took a turn for the worse, and a
powerful sand storm began to blow. And while they were wary, the devil monsters that
were near the edge of the map did not come close to them. Chrome was especially
cautious, as he was the shield-bearer. But he could not sense any enemy presences
coming near.

“There must be something... Kasumi! Let’s get off for now.”
“Yeah, let's do that.”

The four of them sensed something and so they got off of Haku, and she returned it to
normal size. Then they started exploring on foot.

“It really is a crazy sandstorm. I can barely see in front of me.”

“Maybe I should unleash ‘Destructor’ around us. At least then we’ll know if something
is coming towards us.”

And so Shin activated ‘Destructor; causing the multiplied swords to rotate around
them in a wide circle. As long as it was a decently large monster, it would get hit, no
matter what side it was coming from. So an ambush would be less likely.

As they walked like this for a while, Shin’s ‘Destructor’ caught something.
“Oh, it’s hit something... But it doesn’t seem like a monster.”
“Then let’s head over to it.  wonder what it could be?”

When they reached it, they found a rocky area that was covered in sand from the
sandstorm. But there were cracks between the rocks that looked like they led to an
underground chamber.

“Let’s go then. We finally found something that looks promising.”
“Yeah, let’s go. I won’t be able to enlarge Haku down there, but that can’t be helped.”

As they moved between boulders and descended, they entered an underground
chamber. The sound of falling sand echoed around them. The ground also looked like
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sand. And while they wouldn’t sink into it, it was still difficult to walk.
“Woabh, it looks like we really found it. Awesome.”

“Anyway, [ think I should go in the lead.”

“Hmm. Yes, we'll leave it to you, Chrome.”

“Now, what will we find...”

Chrome moved to the front and took the first step. Just then, the sand in front of him
moved, and a single giant scorpion jumped out of the ground. But before the others
could reach it with their weapons, it stung Chrome and then returned into the ground.

At the same time, an effect burst on Chrome, showing that the item he had received
from Izu earlier had activated. It took the damage of an instant death attack for you.

“What? Are you kidding!? That scorpion has an instant death attack!”
“This is bad. We better retreat for now!”
“Then get on these! We’ll move away from the sand.”

Shin said as he used ‘Destructor’ to create blades that they could ride on. Once they
were able to temporarily escape the danger, they held a quick strategy meeting.

“Shin. I didn’t know you could use that skill like this.”
Kasumi said as she pointed at the sword.
“I got the idea while watching Maple. There are a lot of ways to use a flying sword.”

“But what should we do? We have instant death resistant items from Izu... but they’re
not something we can keep using on monsters that aren’t even bosses.”

“No, don’t worry. Just leave it to me. We just need to know the position of the scorpion
inside of the sand, right?”

Drag said as he called out Earth. Earth was a Golem that had a lot of skills related to
the ground. And so Drag had a way of dealing with this enemy.
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“Earth, ‘Earthquake’!”

As Earth began to make the ground shake, they saw that damage effects were coming
out of the sand. That showed that there was something inside.

“Shin, now! You can go safely if you're on that sword.”
“Aye!”

Shin used one of the swords that wasn’t being used as a platform, and sent it into the
sand. Then he pulled it back.

What came out was a skewered, black scorpion. It thrashed around in order to free
itself. But instead, there was a pop, and it faded into light.

“I guess we were lucky that it had low HP. Still, we’ll have to continue to move on these
things as long as there is sand on the ground.”

“It can’t be helped. But this gives me a bad feeling about the boss.”

If the ordinary enemies were giant scorpions with instant death attacks, they could
assume that the boss would be very powerful.

“Well, at least we have a way of dealing with it. It was also good that it was Chrome
who was stung.”

If it was someone else, they might have died before they knew what hit them. And so
they were all reminded of the risk of entering a dungeon. And with that, the fourt of
them continued on their way.

After that, Earth and Drag had to skewer and pull out a number of scorpions so that
the other three could kill them and secure a safe path ahead. And then they finally
reached an area where the ground wasn’t covered in sand.

“Haa... What a relief. Things should calm down a little now that we’re here.”
“Really, those scorpions were annoying. | wouldn’t want to go there again...”

o

Destroyer’ really saved us. So, do you think we’re about half way through now?”
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“Considering that the ground is just rocks here, we're definitely in a new area.”

Now they just had to be careful, instead of constantly fearing for their lives. This meant
that they could move much faster. And as Chrome led them forward, a new monster
appeared before them.

“Oh, so this one is a snake. It came out of a hole.”
“I bet it has an instant kill poison attack. Let’s hurry up and kill it.”

This snake also seemed to have low HP, and so the four of them understood that this
dungeon had enemies that tried to ambush you and kill enemies with instant death.

“This makes me nervous...”
“I'd really like to just rush towards the boss, but... What?”

Chrome had just turned a corner, when he noticed that several flowers were growing
out from the rock walls. At this point, they were starting to think that anything and
everything had instant kill attacks, and so they went past without stimulating it or
touching it. However, as if to ruin their plans, a snake slithered out of a hole and
rubbed against a flower.

And then a ‘sound’ like a ringing bell filled the air. It was shockingly loud, and with
that, snakes began to slither out of holes all around them.

“Ah, damn it! And we were so careful not to touch it!”
“Wen, ‘Wind God’!”

Shin had no choice but to unleash his wind blades in order to fight against the wave of
snakes that rushed towards them. Of course, this meant stimulating the flowers again.
But they wouldn’t survive unless they did something about the first wave.

And then Shin used ‘Destructor’ to slice up the snakes with spinning blades.
“Attack the ones that get past me! [ still can’t control them precisely yet!”

“I'll get the ones on this side! ‘Earth Wave’!”
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“Necro, ‘Flame of Death’!”
“Blood Blade’!”

They all used skills that could attack multiple enemies in order to ensure that they
weren't bitten by the snakes. This tactic of standing their ground and not running
away proved to be successful, and they were able to Kkill all of the snakes.

This was unlike any other battle, since they could not be hit even once, and so they all
sighed in relief when it was over.

“Let’s hurry on to the boss. The road to it is so tiring.”

“I agree...”

And so they quickly moved on before the flowers could summon another wave.

Their prayers were answered, and it did not take them long to reach the boss room
after that. They just had to deal with a few more snakes before the familiar door came
into sight.

“Now, let’s open it. Are you ready?”

“Yeah, no problem.”

“Sure. I'm fully prepared!”

“Ready when you are.”

As he had everyone’s permission, Chrome jumped into the boss room first. In this room,
sand trickled down from the ceiling and created piles all over the room. The entire

floor was covered in sand.

The four of them froze and waited, but since nothing appeared, they became very
suspicious.

“There’s nothing... here?”

“No, something is hidden in the sand pile to the back. It's suspicious as hell.”
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Shin seemed to have found something. And so as if to say he would never go and see
it for himself, he sent out a flying sword to go and dig it up. Kasumi watched and used
her skill to find out what it was.

“Farsight’...Human bones? No, there is something... A crystal snake and... a scorpion?”
She saw something glimmering inside of the skull, and she realized that it was a crystal
snake and a scorpion. At the same moment, the two creatures crawled out of the skull

and buried themselves in the sand.

And with that, familiar-looking snakes and scorpions came crawling out of the piles of
sand.

“Again!”
“Again!”
“Again!”
“Again!”

It was what they had expected, but desperately hoped would not happen. And so all
four of them shouted in unison. It was clear that this crystal snake and scorpion were
the bosses. However, they would first have to deal with this horde of monsters that
had instant kill attacks.

Everything that they didn’t want to appear in the boss room had appeared. Still, there
was nothing for them to do but fight.

“The scorpions are clearly more dangerous! Shin and I will handle them. Kasumi and
Chrome. You two deal with the snakes!”

“Aye!”
“Aye!”
“Earth Wave’! Earth, ‘Earthquake’!”

“Wen, ‘Wind God’! ‘Destructor’!”
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Drag caused the ground to shake, dealing damage to the scorpions across a wide area.
Furthermore, the knockback effect threw them into the air, while dragging others out
of the sand.

Shin used ‘Destructor’ to multiply his swords to the limit, and then made them hover
just above the ground as they slashed through the enemy.

“Flame of Death’!”

“Arm of the Warrior’! ‘Blood Blade’!”

As for Chrome and Kasumi, Chrome stood one step in the front in order to lure the
enemy in. By doing so, they were able to burn all of the monsters at once. Any those
that remained were cut down with the liquid katana.

However, more scorpions and snakes kept coming out of the sand. There was no end
in sight.

“We’re using skills to deal with them! If this continues, we’ll be killed by the cooldown
time!”

“The two bosses should be somewhere! Those crystal bastards are the boss right! We
have to find them!”

Kasumi and Chrome could not spam area attacks. And while Shin could continue to
use his flying blades, things could easily crumble with one mistake.

“Tsk. Damn it. I'll have to use my trump card. Earth, ‘Raging Earth’!”

Drag ordered, and nearly the entire floor of the room turned a glowing red, and sharp
rocks came shooting out. Of course, they skewered the snakes and scorpions as they
dragged them out of the sand.

“There they are! There!”
“Aye. Leave it to me!”

Kasumi moved around in order to find the bosses, and it did not take long. Shin
immediately attacked them with his swords.
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“How is it!?”
“No, it's not finished yet.”

After taking a certain amount of damage, the two monsters dove back into the sand.
The four of them waited warily for more snakes and scorpions to flow out, but that did
not happen.

They thought it was very strange. Just then, they noticed that the sand pile towards
the back of the room was moving, and so they turned their heads to look at it.

While they assumed that the avalanche of enemies would start at any moment now,
instead, the two sand hills began to harden until they formed a large snake and scorpion
that were made of sand and were bigger than all four of them combined. On their
foreheads, they could see the small crystal bodies were exposed. At the same time, the
small snakes and scorpions that covered the place disappeared.

So, they could transform. Normally this would have made them worried, however, they
happily brandished their weapons as if they had been waiting for this moment.

“Now we can fight head on.”

“I'll lure them in. You three get them when there’s an opening.”

“Let’s start with the scorpion. That being said, it's going to be a nuisance.”
“Yeah. But I can use ‘Arms of the Warrior’ to hit it.”

The two enemies finally looked like real bosses. And while they didn’t have that much
HP left, the four of them rushed forward as if the fight had just begun.

o )'"

Provoke’! Necro, ‘Impact Reflect
“Earth Shatter’!”

Chrome attracted their attention while approaching the sand scorpion. It attacked
with pincers and a stinger like an ordinary scorpion, but also summoned sharp thorns
from the ground, much like Drag had done before. However, since Chrome was attacking
while blocking them, even if the thorns hit him, they could not keep up with the speed
of his healing.
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While Chrome distracted the scorpion, Drag shattered the ground around the snake,
stopping it from moving.

As they fought like this, Kasumi and Shin ran past Chrome. They would target what
was obviously its weak spot. The exposed main body.

Shin concentrated all of his swords into one point, and then fired them at a high speed.
Kasumi used Arms of the Warrior along with her own swords to attack it.

There was a loud crack, and all of the swords pierced into the crystal body. And just
like that, the newly created body of sand crumbled to the ground.

“What? That was disappointingly easy.”

“Alright, next.”

“Oh, looks like we won’t have to worry about who it targets.”
And so the three joined Drag, who was already attacking it.

Ultimately, the outcome was not very different from that of the scorpion.
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CHAPTER 313
DEFENSE SPECIALIZATION AND
TO THE NORTH

The last four were Maple, Sally, Mi, and Frederica. And they were headed to the north.

As for methods of transportation, they had Syrup, Ignis, and Savagery Maple. However,
it was Ignis who was fast and least unpredictable.

“Ah! Another medal! They sure are fast...”

“In the first place, we haven’t even found a dungeon yet. We did clear one area, but it
wasn't the right one.”

“I was wondering why it was so easy. And then [ understood.”

“Well, I think it was mostly easy because Maple was there. With Dedicated Affection
and high defense, we can easily defeat bosses.”

“Hmm. But it isn’t almighty either... | know after fighting together a few times.”
Maple’s skills only worked well in certain circumstances. ‘Machine God’ and ‘Hydra’
were not good fits when up against monsters with poison resistance or high defense
ability. While Maple could deal damage in spite of having put everything into defense,
she had no way of raising her damage. Mi had said this about her on the seventh layer.
As everyone’s attack ability went up, her damage output would start to become average.
“In the first place, it’s not right that you can deal so much damage.”

“Really?”

“That’s true.”

“Ah, even you, Sally!”
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Sally laughed and said that at the end of the day, Maple was a very reliable Guild Master.
Without a doubt, it was because Maple constantly had Dedicated Affection activated,
that they could talk in such a carefree way right now.

“So, what should we do? Currently, we've seen all of the objects in the north that Sally
marked out on her map..”

“I guess we’ll just have to go to any location that seems distinctive from the sky. The
map itself is quite big, and we haven’t seen the whole thing yet.”

Sally had been mainly focused on getting points during the preliminary, and she had
only marked her map on the way. [t wasn’t her main objective.

“Alright then. We'll just have to search every area. Hmm. This is going to be tough, isn’t
it?”

“Yes, I think so.”
“Ugh. We really need to hurry up and decide...”

“In that case, let’s go down once. You can’t see anything with much detail from the sky.
Besides, there won't be any situations where we accidentally enter a dungeon either.”

The others agreed, and so Mi had Ignis descend towards the ground so that they could
get off. Immediately, they started to hear the rustling of something approaching them.
And what came out was one of those devil monsters that moved on four legs, that were
the main monsters of the second night.

“Ah, it appeared. The Fake Maple.”
“Huh? Me-me?”
“Well, I can see the resemblance.”

The monster that Frederica called ‘Fake Maple, tried to slash at Frederica with its
claws, but Maple protected her from all of the attacks.

“Really, it’s so nice to be able to feel safe when outside.”

As Frederica began to smack the monster’s head with her staff, Mi threw a fireball
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from the side in order to burn it up.

“Aren’t we going to explore?”

“Yes, yes. I'll do my best.”

“Me too. ‘Deploy all Weapons, ‘Commence Attack’!”

Sally moved away for now and watched, as she did not want to get in their line of fire
by accident.

As long as they didn’t take any damage, it would be a very one-sided fight. That could
not be helped.

Like this, they killed monsters while walking for a while. And then Mi suddenly noticed
something.

“There sure seem to be a lot of monsters in this area.”
“Maybe it's because we're on the corner of the map?”
“..Yes, it does seem like there are a lot.”

The four of them had already cleared a whole dungeon, and had searched the area
around it. Compared to that time, there seemed to be more frequent attacks.

“Is there something here?... Like a device that creates monsters!”

“I hope not. But I guess we should look around? There isn’t much time left, so this is
likely our last chance.”

They wanted to return to their base early, considering the possibility of unexpected
events. Besides, it would hurt their performance if they had to face the third day
without getting to rest. And so it was with all of this considered, that they knew it was
nearing the time for them to return.

“Okay, let’s go find out why there are so many monsters!”

“Hmm. I hope it doesn’t take long.”
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Mi and Sally did enough damage, and so as long as they were within reach of Dedicated
Affection, exploration was easy for them. They killed monsters and walked around in
order to search for areas where there were a lot of them. After a while, their suspicion
turned into certainty.

“It’s true! There really are a lot!”
“Yes. There’s something here, no doubt.”

When they arrived at the spot that was brimming with the most monsters, they saw
from between the trees, there was a swirling, purple, circular light that floated in the
air like a gate.

There were not only a large variety of devil monsters coming out, but even the dinosaurs
and alligators Maple had seen during the preliminary were also appearing.

“It’s not quite... a dungeon, if you ask me. What should we do, Sally?”
“Hmm. Yeah, it doesn’t look like one.”

“Well, we really don’t know yet. Besides, since Maple is with us, we can go and touch
it, right?”

“I think that it's worth a try”
It seemed foolish to just leave without finding out if they were right or wrong.

“Still, there are a lot of types of monsters. | wouldn’t be surprised if some had piercing
attacks.”

“Oh, that’s right. Hmm. That means it will be scary unless we do it quickly and then
run away... maybe we should just fly?”

“On Ignis? But there are so many trees. We’ll probably have to go around... I don’t think
we can reach it from here.”

“Maple. Do you mean the other kind of flying?”

“Yes! This!”
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Maple said as she patted the giant weapon on her back. Sally didn’t think it was a bad
idea, and accepted it quickly. Frederica and Mi trusted Sally’s judgement, and so they
accepted it as well. They just assumed that perhaps it was not so strange for such a
large weapon to have flying capabilities as well.

“If you say you can do it, I don’t mind.”

“Alright. Then you all have to hold on tight, okay?”
“Huh? Uh, like this?”

“Is this fine?”

The three of them surrounded Maple and held onto her. And then Maple took out a
rope from her item box and strapped them to her.

“Phew... good. We're ready when you are, Maple!”

“What’s with that resolve... ah!? Don’t tell me it’s like during the guild battle where
you fell...

Frederica got flashbacks of explosions that were impossible during normal flight.
“Commence Attack’!”

“I-is this bad? What!?”

The laser weapons on Maple’s back filled up with energy, and when they were charged
to the limit, the weapons exploded. At the same time, the four were launched into the

air like a bullet. They shot past the trees and went straight into the purple light.

As they had assumed, it was a gate, and they went right through. But thankfully, their
momentum died, and they landed gently in front of the gate on the other side.

“We arrived! Thank you! It was a very short trip!”
“I-I see... 1 don’t think I like flying this way...”

“..I've never been less jealous of someone’s mobility.”
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“Phew. I'm still not used to it.”

“Sally’s oddly calm. You're not surprised at all, are you!”

“This is normal for Maple.”

That’s not what [ mean. Frederica muttered. However, they were through the gate now,
and so they switched gears. This was the other side of a mysterious gate that spat out
monsters.

“I don’t see anything in particular yet...”

The four of them had been dropped into a wide space with dark purple walls and floor.
It seemed like the walls and floor would move occasionally, and it was clear that this
was no ordinary dungeon.

“Still, I'm glad we didn’t get ambushed by monsters as soon as we got in.”
“That’s true. I guess we should explore this place now.”
And so the four of them started walking in order to reach the deepest part of the dungeon.

There were many branching paths. They took right and left turns as they made their
way forward. It did not take long for them to be attacked by Fake Maples and the devil
monsters with bat wings. It seemed like they had some way of seeing players that
should have been out of their vision, and they kept coming even when the group stood
still.

However, these ambushes were futile.

“There is no way we could lose to these two types when Maple is here.”

“It’s great for earning experience. So great.”

“And I don’t have to worry about MP, because Izu gave me so many potions!”

“..If these things are in the dungeon, I guess the gate appeared after the second day?
It would have attracted a lot of attention if this was around during the preliminary.”

While Mi wasn'’t quite as bad as Maple, she was also terribly inefficient. And so she had
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to use several potions after killing a number of monsters.

Sally also cut down monsters as she walked. Because Maple’s abilities were so
extreme, she was either able to nullify everything and battles ended quickly, or things
became very difficult for her. It tended to be one or the other. This dungeon seemed to
be the former. However, there seemed to be more to this dungeon than monsters being
set on them. And after traveling for some time, they came upon an open room that was
similar to the one they had started in. But these walls were not the same purple walls,
as there were now white spots that swelled out.

“Hmm... there are white bumps on the wall.”

“Should I try shooting them?”

“No, we shouldn’t do that if we don’t know what will happen.”
“It seems like they’ll come to us even if we don’t move.”

Mi said as she pointed to one of them. If she had to describe it, she would say that it
looked like a pupa or a cocoon. It reacted when they had approached. The things tore
open and the monsters came out.

The sheer number of them reminded Maple and Sally of the monster house in the
tower. And so they gave orders to Frederica and Mi.

“We’ll start by killing the ones with pointed weapons or horns!”

“As long as they don’t have defensive piercing attacks, it will be fine!”

“I see. That’s true. Okay.”

“Now I can go boldly forward. And if [ see anything like that, I can target them easily.”

And so they started with hunting the devil monsters with spears and the ones with
sharp fangs and claws. On the other hand, the ones with incredible muscles that looked
like power fighters were left for later. As you could not get past Maple with brute force,
they had low priority.

o n»”
!

Flame Emperor’ Ignis, ‘Chain Fire
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“Oboro, ‘Fire Child, ‘Cross Fire’!”

Their skills caused the fire to spread, and the monsters burned. These were skills with
chain damage, which really showed their worth when there were a lot of monsters.
And so it was especially effective against hordes like this, that were overflowing in the
room.

HlHydral!"
“Maple really is strong against large numbers..."

Her defense ability was so high that it shut out anything that didn’t have area attacks
and effective hits. And this was made even worse with other players around. No matter
how far Maple went, defense would always be her strongest suit.

Once they got rid of the monsters that looked like they might have piercing attacks,
the rest was easy. Sally killed the rest, as they wanted to save their resources, and Sally
could deal a lot of damage without using MP.

“Phew. All done.”

“Good work, Sally! There were so many of them, but it seemed like you didn’t have a
problem!”

“Yes. It was easy thanks to you, Maple.”

“Ehehe. Really?”

“We’ll be able to go farther in now. At this rate, we'll have no trouble getting to the boss.”
“That’s true. Now, let’s go. Let’s go.”

They advanced while making sure to stay within range of Maple’s Dedicated Affection.
At this point, the white bumps on the walls were increasing in number, and the
monsters were much more numerous than they had been in the beginning.

“Oh, [ know! Might as well use it today... Savagery!”

As the day would be ending soon, Maple activated her skill. Surely it would not be
wasted if they were in a dungeon. And through her activation of Savagery, Maple, who
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had up until now been mostly quietly unleashing lasers or deadly poisons, could now
join the battle and stand in the front.

“Ah, the true Maple.”
“True? Hey, what do you mean by that?”
“I felt the same thing when I saw Haku. But size really is important...”

Maple opened her giant mouth as she ran down the passages. As the place had not
been built with ‘Savagery’ in mind, she had to lower her posture as she ran. But it also
meant that monsters couldn’t circle around her.

As Maple opened and closed her mouth, monsters in front of her were torn apart
without descriminition. Those that somehow managed to survive started to crawl out
of her mouth. But they were then just trampled by Maple’s six legs, and they came out
the other side looking like some discarded rags.

“Multi-Wind Blade’!”

However, any who survived Maple weren’t going to be shown any mercy. And the three
that could use magic were sure to deal the final blow.

“In this form, it becomes a really one-sided fight against the weaker monsters.”
“Yeah... Most players don’t even have other forms.”

Maple also breathed fire as they ran over the monsters. And just as they had predicted,
the four reached the boss room in little time at all.

“Our strategies are so different when you're with other guilds.”
“Just so you know, we’re only fighting like this because you're here, Maple.”

The others in Maple Tree were not like this. Even though some were starting to feel a
little similar, they were still not at that level.

“Can | open it?”

“Yes, go inside.”
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And so Maple pushed the door open with her head and stepped inside. The room was
filled with the white bumps that gave birth to monsters. And in the far back, there was
a white mass that was far larger than any of the others. It was clearly a cocoon.

As soon as all four were inside of the room, the giant cocoon was torn open, and a
purple light burst out from it. Then out came sharp claws attached to more than a
dozen limbs. And then a head with no face. Wings with torn membranes. It looked like
a mutated version of the monster that Frederica had called a Fake Maple.

“It's the real Fake Maple! Don’t you think so?”
“Stop talking nonsense and fight!”

“Yes, | won’t hold back.”

“Everyone. It's coming!”

The monster was fully out of its cocoon now as it flapped its wings and slashed with
its claws while moving towards them.

Whenever the boss threw its arms, they would stretch like rubber, and now they were
being flung at them on both sides at a great speed.

o

Multi-Barrier’! Knots, ‘Singing Round’!”

Frederica created a barrier around her and Mi. Sally would be able to dodge the attack
without a doubt, and it was impossible to cover something as big as Maple.

“Tsk, it's so strong...!?”

The force of the arms was much higher than she had expected. And Frederica’s barrier
crumbled down. However, it wasn’t meaningless, as it had delayed the monster’s arrival.

o

Flare Accel’!”

Mi accelerated all at once and reached Frederica. Then she picked her up and carried
her as they escaped the reach of the claws.

“Nice, Mi!”
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“Don’t let your guard down, okay?”

As Frederica has guessed, Sally had no problem dodging it. But Maple was too big, and
the claws hit her before she could escape.

Damage effects burst all over Maple, and her skin had as many wounds as there were
claws.

And while it hadn’t resulted in ‘Savagery’ getting deactivated, it seemed like just a
matter of time.

“Uhhhh. They pierced all my defenses...!”

»ny»
!

“Let’s get it from above first! Mi, Frederica! ‘Ice Pillar
“Ignis, ‘Undying Flame’!”

“Yes, yes. ‘Multi-Pressure.”

As the boss tried to mete out its attacks, Frederica used magic to slow down its
movement.

From the left came Sally, and from the right was Mi and Ignis. As soon as they were
above its head, they began to attack it as if to hammer it into the ground.

“Quintuple Slash’!”
“Flame Emperor’!”

Once Sally was above its head, she activated her skill, slashing at it from head to back,
before rolling away. Mi used Ignis’s mobility to dodge and then launch a counterattack.
After taking damage, the boss was slammed down onto the ground.

The Maple jumped on it as if she had been waiting for this moment. It was her revenge
for earlier. She tore into its arms with her teeth and shredded its wings.

However, the boss was not going to take this quietly. Its claws cut into Maple, and the
purple light rays from its mouth burned her skin.

«
.
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It was like watching cannibal monsters. The other three were stunned at the sight. But
they quickly joined Maple. With the support of the other three, Maple was able to deal
even more damage. It recoiled when all three attacked, and yet it keeped clutching
Maple and showering her with its heat ray.

As Dedicated Affection was activated, the three were able to join the fight in spite of
there being two giant creatures going wild. However, as this was a boss, it tore away
Maple’s Savagery before Maple could eat it. And Maple was thrown to the ground.

All of a sudden, there was a huge size difference between them. And so the boss moved
over her as if to crush her with its body. Maple could easily survive something like that,
but what was surprising to the others, was the area around the boss’s stomach began
to squirm, and then sharp needles appeared.

“Ah, uh, ‘Pierce Guard’!”

Maple somehow managed to nullify the piercing attack with the skill that she clearly
wasn't used to using. And right after, the giant body fell on top of her, and the others
could no longer see her.

“Maple? Are you okay!?”

Sally asked, but they could not hear an answer. But after a brief pause, they heard the
sounds of a dull ring coming from inside of the boss’s body. Then there was a great
burst of damage effects as black fog and five tentacles stretched out of its body.

“Is it hurting itself to transform?”
“No, that’s..”

“It’'s Maple.”

“Huh...?”

The tentacles moved skillfully, and before they knew it, Maple had pulled herself out
of the hole in the boss’s body.
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“Phew. I escaped! Wo-woah! ‘Cover Move’!”

Maple jumped back in order to gain some distance, as the boss started to get up again.
Then she teleported right next to Sally.

“What do you think? I think I damaged it quite a lot...”
“Maybe about halfway... It's pretty tough. I think that fire attacks aren’t very effective.”

As Maple’s tentacles had nothing but attack abilities, she returned her left arm to
normal in order to deal with the boss’s next attack.

“T can still use Bizzare Eater!”

Her second day had mostly been spent either in the base, or exploding in order to be
a mark for the others.

And so while she didn’t have much left when it came to ‘Machine God, it was a different
story when it came to ‘Bizzare Eater, ‘Hydra, and ‘Predator” And she had plenty of
power left.

The four of them watched and waited to see how the boss would move next. The boss
was flying in the air above its cocoon. It was taking in a purple light that emanated
from it.

“Something is coming!”

Once it had taken in enough of the purple light, the same light shone from the boss’s
body, and numerous magic circles appeared. And from these, purple fire shot out
towards the group.

o

Multi-accelerate, ‘Multi-barrier’!”

By raising their movement speed, the three of them tried to dodge the attacks. On the
other hand, Maple raised her great shield in order to block them.

While Bizarre Eater was able to absorb the purple flames, there were so many of them
that she was overwhelmed. Maple could do nothing but block as the entire area
around her started to burn. And her HP began to chip away.
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“Really!? I hate fire!”

Nothing good happened when fire was involved, or so Maple thought. And she quickly
developed her weapons and detonated them in order to launch herself into the air.

“We can dodge them! You heal yourself while we distract it!”
“Yes! Thank you!”

Sally raised her concentration as she slid past the exploding flames and approached
the boss.

o

Path of Water’! ‘Freezing Area’!”

A pillar of water stretched out in front of Sally, and at the same time, a pale, freezing
current was unleashed from her body. Everything around Sally began to freeze at a
rapid rate. One of Sally’s blades was enveloped in fire from Oboro, and the other was
covered in ice from ‘Freezing Area.

As fire and ice flew around her, she freezed the path and charged towards the boss in
order to slam it into the ground once again.

“T can move a lot better in the air now! ‘Icicle’!”

With skills to make footholds in the air and skills that shot webs, she made her way
through the boss’s storm of fire with all the agility of someone running on the ground.
Using hit and run tactics, she dealt damage to the boss.

“Alright, it's looking this way now...”

For the moment, Sally was the only one who was attacking, and so the boss turned
towards Sally, and all of the flames were directed towards her.

However, that was what she wanted. Now, she just needed to dodge all of them.
“Concentrate...!”

As it was a large boss, its attacks weren'’t very intricate. It was more about burning
everything. And so Sally concentrated on staying in the air in order to avoid the fire on
the floor.
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Besides, there had been a stronger and more precise boss in this vein during the
previous event on the tower’s 10th floor. And so Sally was able to dodge the attacks as
if she could predict the future.

“Frederica, Mi, Maple! Are you finished preparing yet?”
“Yes! I'm fine!”

“No problem here.”

“I finished casting the buffs!”

“In that case, ‘Super Accelerate’! Oboro, ‘Spirited Away’!”

Sally accelerated, using Oboro’s skill to disappear as the claws shot towards her back.
And then she dashed to where Maple and the others waited.

Here, the enlarged Syrup and Iginis stood. Maple had her weapons, and Mi was
surrounded in fire.

“Alright. As a finishing touch, Knots, ‘Amplify’!”

o nn”»
!

Murderous Inferno

“Commence Attack’! ‘Hydra’! ‘Oozing Chaos’!”

As Frederica strengthened the force of their skills, the others used their powerful
skills, and Syrup and Ignis unleashed fire and light rays.

They crashed into the purple flames, causing a magnificent display of effects. However,
the power of the buffs that had been cast while Sally distracted the boss had an effect,
and the attacks pushed back the flames, destroying the cocoon and causing a huge
explosion.

By the time that the lights faded away, the cocoon was in small pieces, and black smoke
rose from the boss’s body as it splattered on the ground before crumbling away and
disappearing.

“Phew. Yes! We won!”
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“Yeah, it was a good fight. Thank you, Frederica.”

»
!

“It’'s worth casting buffs when you take it down like that
“It looks like we got medals too. Now we can go back with smiles on our faces.”
'"

“Alright, now let’s be careful on our return so that we don'’t die

They would likely be the last ones to return. But the four believed that the others would
make it back safely. [t was with such thought that they left the dungeon behind them.
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CHAPTER 314
DEFENSE SPECIALIZATION AND
THE FINAL DAY

When Maple and her team returned to the base, they found that the other twelve had
already arrived. They had all made it back safely. Maple waved happily and rushed
towards them when they came into view.

“Good work everyone! Things went so well!”

“Ah, so you did well too. Our dungeon was... a little annoying. But we managed.”

“Our strategy involved buffing Payne most of the time, so it was pretty easy.”
“Everyone was strong, so we had no trouble!”

“Everyone was strong, so we had no trouble!”

“That’s great! Ah, thank you for exploring with us today. Thanks to you all, we got so
many medals!”

Maple happily thanked ‘Congregation of Holy Swords’ and ‘Kingdom of the Flame
Emperors.” But Payne and Mi said that it was they who were thankful.

“We would have been lucky to just get one medal if we went by ourselves. So you really
did us a favor”

“Yeah. Cooperation isn’t bad after all.”
They said with smiles. Maple was so happy that she smiled too.
“Let’s do our best on the third day too!”

“Of course.”
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“Yeah, we’ll do our best to survive until the end.”

While they were rivals, they were also friends. And so it was only normal for them to
root for each other.

“I'll take the night’s watch. Think of it as a thank you for the base and the medals.”
“Me too. We'll work to make up for the shared space.”
“Ehehe. Thank you!”

But Maple said that she would come to help if anything happened, and then she ran to
the shared space.

While they took turns watching for enemies, they were all able to rest quietly. And so
they were in good condition on the third day.

Maple got out of bed and stretched before heading to the next room where Sally was.
Sally was just coming out of her room, and so they bumped into each other.
“Morning! We're in the third day now.”

“Yes. And since we already gathered enough medals, we should focus on survival.”
“Oh, right! The map and messaging...”

“The message feature is still disabled. However, things seem to be a little different with
the map. Well, you’ll understand when you see it.”

When Maple opened the map, she saw that there were numerous blue spots displayed
all over it. And there were some red spots as well.

“What is this? Oh, there’s something written. Uhh, the blue dots are players and the
red ones are special monsters?”

“Yes. So you can team up with others in order to survive. But for them to appear on the
map, these monsters must be boss class. After all, anyone who survived this long
would be able to kill normal monsters quite easily.”
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“Hmm. [ see.”

It was unlikely that Maple and the others would leave their base today, unless they
absolutely had to. The only thing they could see on the map were the players, and not
which guild they were from. And so it was unlikely that ‘Congregation of Holy Swords’
or the ‘Flame Emperors’ would leave either.

In other words, they would stay here and prepare to drive any enemies back. They just
needed to stick to the strategy that they were the best at.

“It also bothers me that the third day is shorter than the first and second. I doubt they
just made the time that we need to survive shorter and that’s it.”

“It's okay, Sally. I'm sure we can win if we all fight together!”
“..Hehe. I suppose so. There’s no point in overthinking it.”

It was necessary to have a degree of flexibility in order to adapt to different situations.
After some time, the others all got up and came out of their rooms. And then they
prepared so that they could fight at a moment’s notice.

Maple and Sally went to check the screen that Marx had set up.

As they had gone through the trouble of going out last night, he had set up even more
cameras outside, which gave them an expanded view of the area.

“How useful... I think I might search for a skill like this.”
“I bet you could make good use out of it, Sally. Ah, there’s a monster.”
“It looks like it's not coming inside... | guess something is different now?”

Even though it was the third day, it was still dark outside, and the devil monsters were
crawling all over the place. As they sat in the shared space and watched the screen for
a while, something very interesting popped up on the screen.

“Ah, Sally! There!”

“Hmm? It's the thing from yesterday...”
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On one of the feeds, they could see that a purple mist had suddenly broken out. And
after a few seconds, the familiar gate made of purple light appeared.

Their eyes were glued to the screen. The Fake Maples were now coming out of it and
walking around.

“Did it move over here then?”
“Maybe... or there are more?”

They didn’t know if this one also connected to a dungeon, but Sally thought it was more
natural to assume that they were multiplying. The easiest way to raise the difficulty
was to change HP and statuses or increase the number of enemies.

“If they are appearing in other areas too... this could be bad. There is a limit to how
many we can deal with.”

Maple and the other would need skills and magic in order to fight so many monsters.
Unless they were very powerful ones, they wouldn’t be able to kill monsters in one hit.

Payne and Mi had trump cards like ‘Light Sword of the Holy Dragon’ and ‘Murderous
Inferno, but they could not be used repeatedly.

“We might be forced to go out. After all, we won’t be able to do anything if so many
monsters attack so that the place is filled up. But if we’re outside, we could at least run
away.”

“That’s true..”

However, Sally added that they wouldn’t know until the time came. And so she took
out an apple from her inventory.

“Well, it’s important to be able to adapt. Oh, do you want one too?”
“Yes, thanks! Where did you get them?”

“Uh, it’s just that you’re always bringing food like this. So I thought that I should return
the favor once in a while.”

“Hehe. Then I'll give you something too..."
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Like this, they spent their morning peacefully. The other members also had nothing to
do until the monsters attacked, and so they all rested.

However, they were in the middle of an event where the objective was to survive. The
monsters were not so kind as to allow them to relax for long.

The monster ambush was approaching.
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CHAPTER 315
DEFENSE SPECIALIZATION AND
THE GREAT FINAL BATTLE

After some time had passed, the monsters began to move like an avalanche. Mi and
Payne were staring at the screen now as well, and watched their number increase.

“This... It might be more dangerous inside of the cave.”
“Yes, I agree. Besides, I think there’ll be a difference in how long this day lasts.”
“Even now, it takes so many people to deal with them.”

Mi and Payne had been able to use powerful attacks to wipe out hordes in one go on
the second day. But now monsters were accompanied by buffs and debuffs. They would
have to cooperate and carefully make their way forward if they wanted to survive.

Sally had been apprehensive about it. Would these two be able to survive the onslaught?

“Thankfully, we have a few emergency escape methods. Depending on the situation,
we can escape from here.”

Ignis, Ray, and Syrup could fly. Of course, there were monsters coming out of the gate
that could fly as well, but it still meant that there would be fewer enemies to deal with.

“Sally. Let’s discuss it with the others. I think it would be best if all 16 of us stuck

'"

together if we wish to survive
“That’s true. Let’s do that then.”

After they gathered together and discussed what to do, they decided that they would
escape the cave after getting through the first wave.

They would head to the mountain in the center of the map. Once they were near the
top, it would be easy to see which monsters were coming. And it would also be easy to
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escape.
“Alright, let’s get this first wave over with and go outside!”

Maple said, and then they waited for the ambush. As there was a set time between
attacks Izu started to retrieve all of the items she had used to set up the living space.
Once the cave returned to its former, empty state, the awaited ambush finally arrived.

However, there weren’t as many monsters as they feared. And since they were a group
of 16, they were able to annihilate all of the enemies without getting hurt.

“Now’s the time!”
“Yes, let’s go!”

Those who were the fastest took the lead. The three who were the slowest rode on
Tsukimi and Yukimi in order to quickly escape.

Once they were outside, it was decided that ‘Congregation of Holy Swords’ would ride
on Ray, ‘Flame Emperors’ on Ignis, and Maple Tree on Syrup.

But as Syrup wasn'’t originally meant to be able to fly, it was quite slow. Furthermore,
unlike Ray and Ignis, Syrup was not able to dodge the attacks of the flying monsters.

However, as long as Maple was riding Syrup, and as long as they didn’t have piercing
attacks, the hordes could be dealt with easily.

Even if the monsters could get close, they couldn’t hurt them. As they fought the
monsters and flew, they saw the mountain ahead of them, where the 8 others were
waiting.

“Alright, let’s kill these monsters and go down!”

Maple changed her equipment and activated ‘Poltergeist” Then she used the lasers
from her weapons to target each one and burn them out of the air.

The other members helped her. And once they were finished, Syrup descended on the
top of the mountain.

“Phew. Now we just have to survive here!”
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“Yes. We'll be able to tell if something is wrong immediately if we stay here. And it will
also be easier to deal with it.”

While it was a little dark, they could see the varied landscape around them. Their
vision was wide enough that they would be able to notice and tackle anything that
appeared.

“I'll set up some items in the area. I don’t want them to reach us without a little
resistance.”

“Then I'll go and protect you.”
“Me too. Then it won’t matter if you're surrounded.”
“That will help. Thanks.”

Chrome and Kasumi accompanied Izu as she went to set up some items to intercept
the enemy. Marx also went with them and made some preparations of his own.

There were places where the paths were narrow or unstable. And it was these places
that they would set up a great amount of traps.

That meant that the first wave of monsters that came crawling up the hill, would
probably end up rolling back down.

While some of the members made preparations, the other members watched their
surroundings from every direction.

“Nothing here!...? Sally? What is it?”
“Mm. Uh, open up your map.”

She obeyed Sally and opened her map. What she noticed was that there were fewer
players on the map, and there were more red dots, which represented special monsters.

“I guess it’s because everyone really is just running away. The red dots aren’t decreasing
atall”

“Well, you have to survive.”
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“Yes. We haven’t been going out and killing them either. But... | have a bad feeling about
this.”

Was it really alright to ignore the special monsters, when they were being pointed out
to them on the map? Sally wondered about this, but there was no definite answer
based on the information she had.

“We’ll just have to wait.”

“Don’t worry! If something happens, I'll protect you!”

Maple said as she raised her shield.

“Hehe. Thanks. You're so reliable.”
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As they were on top of the mountain, their strategy would be much the same as when
they were in the cave. They would fight the enemy from an advantageous position.
Sally decided that there was no point in thinking about special monsters that they
couldn’t touch, and so she focused on joining Maple in intercepting the monsters that
flew towards them.

Having such an open view was a great advantage. They could detect monsters in
advance and it was easier to react.

Like this, the 16 of them were able to survive until the final monster strengthening
time arrived.

It would be one hour. This was significantly shorter than previous times, and it made
them even more nervous.

There would be some kind of surprise. And they were right.

As soon as it started, they saw that purple flames were appearing all over the map and
shooting up to the sky.

Sally quickly checked her map and saw that they aligned with the positions of the
special monsters.

There were dozens of them scattered all over the place.

Then the flames gathered in one point and created a giant gate. And from there, a familiar
monster appeared.

“Sally! Doesn’t that look like the thing we defeated!?”
“But the size is incomparable!”

It had many arms and shot fire from its wings. [t looked a lot like the monster that had
come out of the cocoon on the second night. The only difference was that this one
looked more full grown. Its limbs and body were thicker. And even from far away on
top of the mountain, they could see that the body that was enveloped by fire was huge.

“Fifty... no, a hundred?”
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“What? Why does it look stronger than the real one now?”

Mi and Frederica also reacted to the sight. Once its body was completely out of the
gate, it stretched its arms out wide and let out a deafening roar that shook the air.

At the same time, the body that was surrounded in purple fire underwent a change.
“Something is coming...! Above!”

“Huh!? That!?”

From the starless sky, giant balls of purple fire shot down like a meteor shower.

It seemed like they were targeting places with players. And of course, they came down
to the mountain as well.

“Maple!”
“Uh, yeah!”

If it was the same as the boss on the second day, it would deal damage that Maple’s
defenses couldn’t nullify.

But she and Sally could practically read each other’s minds. Maple immediately knew
what Sally was thinking, and changed her equipment accordingly.

M{Heall!"

She received Sally’s healing as she put on her archangel equipment. Then Maple
looked straight at the falling ball of fire.

o

Aegis

)l"

Right before the fireballs hit them, a dome of light appeared and nullified all of the
damage, protecting Maple and the others from the rain of fire.

“Earth! ‘Earth Control’!”

As the ground continued to burn, Drag dealt with it with Aegis, before the effect died
down. By returning the burning ground to its original state, he was able to nullify all
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of the flames.
“Nice one, Maple!”
“Yes! But...”

If the next attack came right away, she would not be able to use the same tactic. From
up on the mountain, they could see that the rain of fire was burning the fields. It was
clear that this initial attack alone had wiped out a lot of players off of the map. Even
worse, pillars of fire were rising out of the special monsters again. And the giant devils
walked around, searching for more players and spreading their fire.

“Payne, Maple. We won'’t survive an hour of this. [ think we should take the risk and
hunt down the special monsters.”

“Ye-yes. | agree!”

“And not just that. I'm pretty sure that it will be difficult to survive this hour if all you
do is run. I think you’ll need to take down that giant monster.”

The giant devil had an HP bar that was displayed. So unlike the snail that had chased
Maple around in the second event, this was clearly something that you could defeat.

“It’s possible. In any case, we have no choice but to move quickly around the field and
kill the special monsters. Marx, Misery, Shin!”

Mi called the three of them and they got on top of Ignis. Similarly, Payne called Dred
and the others and they got on Ray. As it seemed like the fireballs were targeting larger
groups of players, they decided it would be best to split up here, and focus on taking
down the horde of special monsters.

“We’ll go too. It’s best for those with great mobility to take them down quickly.”
“Let’s survive this and reunite to take down that huge devil!”

And so the eight of them left in order to crush the monsters. Maple Tree also had
something they had to do.

“Wh-what should we do, Sally!?”
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“With our speed, it will be difficult to move around on the ground and kill the
monsters. And Syrup is too slow... So the only thing we can do is prevent that huge
boss from killing other players.”

Every time the fire fell, the number of players went down. That meant it would take
even longer to annihilate the special monsters. In that case, it would be the most
effective if they slowed the boss down and tried to stagger it.

“You know, we're better at fighting bosses than running around.”
“Ah, that’s not a bad idea. We can take it down and be the center of attention.”

“If there’s no point in running around, then we might as well face it with all of our
power.”

If they were going to do it, they had to go all out. Maple nodded firmly and they all got
on top of Syrup. Then they flew straight towards the giant devil.
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CHAPTER 316
DEFENSE SPECIALIZATION AND
THE GREAT FINAL BATTLE 2

Up close, its size was incredible. If you weren’t careful about where you were going,
you would easily end up getting crushed under its feet. Maple had Syrup descend a
short distance away. Then Kasumi called out Haku, which they rode towards the boss.

“Alright, let’s do it according to plan!”

“Yes. And we’ll move back if it gets dangerous.”
“Alright, let’s do it, Sou.”

“Savagery’!”
“Phantom World’!”
“Phantom World’!”

“Phantom World’!”

Maple’s body turned to that of a devil. Furthermore, Oboro, Kanade, and Sou made her
multiply. There had been seven Maples during the fourth event, but now there were
ten including the main one, and they all rushed forward at once.

They dug their claws into the boss’s legs, and then began to climb up its body.
“Maple! Be careful of the fire!”
MYeS!"

Maple listened to Sally’s voice as she avoided the parts of the body that were burning.
Both she and her clones tore at its flesh as they climbed towards its head.
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“Woah! That was close!”

While the giant devil attacked the players at its feet, Maple added wounds all over its
body. However, as the body was so big, its HP bar had hardly depleted at all.

As the clones would only last for three minutes, they wanted to deal as much damage
now as they could.

However, it soon noticed Maple, and the area around her feet began to glow purple
before erupting into flames.

“Huh!? So I do take damage...”
Her clones were also getting burned. However, that wasn’t enough to deactivate Savagery.
'"

“Let’s keep chipping away

Even now, Payne and Mi were working hard to debuffit. So they had to keep its attention
and take the damage.

At this point, the giant devil had stopped walking. And its large arms seemed to be
targeting the other members of Maple Tree.

“All of you, don’t give up!”
Maple kept making new wounds on it as she thought about the other seven.

Letting Maple go wild, the others split into groups of three and four and began their
attack.

In order to avoid accidental death by falling, Mai and Yui decided to attack its feet from
the ground. And Chrome was the one to protect them.

“Leave the defenses to me! It’s feet aren’t moving now! Get him!”
MYeS!"

HYeS!"

The two of them used Doping Seeds and then charged forward while riding Tsukimi
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and Yukimi, their great hammers swinging.
“Double Strike’!”
“Double Strike’!”

Damage that was incomparable to Maple was dealt, and tremendous damage effects
burst around them.

o

Double Impact’!”

o »
!

Double Impact’

The damage that resulted from the two with top class attack ability and dual-wielding
hammers was tremendous. It was the kind of damage that would usually take many
players in order to reach, and yet they did it with one hit. If they could focus on
attacking, the damage would be even greater.

However, the monster would not allow it. And as if it were the most natural thing, one
of its giant arms came out and swung their way.

“Multi-Cover, ‘Heavy Body’!”
“Chrome!”

“Chrome!”

Expecting a knockback from the huge body, Chrome used his skills to take the hit and
parry it with his shield. The arm was enveloped in fire, and while Chrome was burned
as he took the hit, his astonishing recovery ability allowed him to continue surviving
the barrage of attacks.

“Haha! Maple usually does this. So let me protect you once in a while!”
“Thank you!”
“Thank you!”

And then the powerful great hammers were swung again and again. Then there was a
thunderous roar that was louder than any before it. Before they knew it, one of its feet
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was covered in wounds, and the devil fell to one knee.
“I see...! You did it! It's working!”

In that case, they should do the other foot next. Chrome got on Tsukimi and the three
of them dashed ahead in order to destroy the other foot.

As for Sally and the others, they were riding on Haku’s head. Haku was wrapping
around its body, giving them a place to stand as they attacked the monster.

“Arms of the Warrior’! ‘Fourth of the Blade - Senpu’!”
“/Quintuple Slash’!”

Kasumi and Sally added their attacks, and Sou transformed into Mai and accelerated
the damage.

Kanade and Izu did their part by using magic to defend the others from the fountains
of purple flame, while also healing everyone with items.

“It’s easier to attack its back. Let’s fight where the arms can’t reach us!”
“Yes. That being said, | don’t think it'll be that easy!”

When Sally looked up, she saw that a familiar purple magic circle had appeared.
Immediately after, massive amounts of fire rained down on them.

“Body of Fire’! ‘Light of Protection’!”

The magic that Kanade used enveloped everyone including the tamed monsters with
red fire before the fireballs reached them. This gave them strong resistance to fire
attacks, however, Sally could not survive like this. And so he cast nullification magic
on Sally alone, and they all made it.

“You saved us! Thanks, Kanade!”

“It's nothing. I can do it again if necessary.”

“Leave the healing to me. You go and attack!”
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As they continued to attack, the devil was staggered once again. This was due to the
attacks that Mai and Yui had unleashed on its other knee. Sally looked down at its
wounded leg and understood what they needed to do to beat the monster.

“Kasumi! I'm going up! If we hurt its wings, the fire should stop!”
“Ah, okay!”

Sally made a foothold in the air and then used ‘Path of Water’ to swim towards its back.
Once she reached it, she found Maple, who had activated ‘Bizarre Eater’ while slamming
bullets into its back.

“Maple! You're already here.”

“Ah, Sally! You came!”

Sally told her that she was going to attack the wings, and Maple decided to go with her.
“Dedicated Affection’!”

“Are you sure?”

“Yes. I told you. I'll protect you, Sally!”

Sally decided then that she needed to take it down before she took any damage. And
then the two rushed towards the wings.

“I'll make a foothold! Oomph. There!”

Maple made her shields hover in the air with ‘Helping Hand, and placed them around
the wings. Sally would be able to use them to fight effectively.

“Okay, here I go!”
HYeS!"

As Maple started to fire, Sally went through the water road up to the wings and started
to slash at them. Flames burst out as if to follow her, but they could not keep up with
Sally’s speed. She swam around the pillars of water that extended around the wings,
turning her body as she cut and slashed. Both of them attacked the wings at the same
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time, desperately trying to destroy them.

However, there were soon signs of something different happening. And then a purple
light shone from all over the monster’s body.

“Sally! Over here!”

Sally jumped over to where Maple was by using the shields in the air. Maple immediately
summoned Syrup and had it hover. Immediately after, the devil’s entire body burst into
flames. The two only barely escaped in time.

However, they both knew that this was where the fight really began. This was because
balls of fire would start to fall from the sky.

After enveloping its body in fire, the devil let out a great roar. The effect came with a
sonic wave that caused piercing damage. And so Maple suddenly had to take damage
for Syrup, Oboro, and Sally all at once. Aside from the shields, Maple still had on her
angel gear, as she wondered if she might need to use Aegis again. Still, her HP was
carved away, and ‘Indomitable Guardian’ was activated. As she was too close to the
source, she had trouble dodging, and her HP was at a dangerous level. This was most
unexpected for both of them, and even the usually calm Sally could not hide her
surprise.

“Ughh...”

o

Heal’! Maple, take a potion!”
As Sally frantically healed Maple, the balls of fire rained down on them from the sky.

They were too big to dodge, and she didn’t have Aegis now. Sally tried to think of ways
to keep Maple alive, including having Oboro or Syrup take the damage. As they had
nullified the first attack, she didn’t know how much force it had or what the range of
damage was. So there was no sure way.

o

Super Accelerate’!”
“Wawaa!”

Sally suddenly grabbed Maple and ran. But she could see the light of the fire getting
closer to them from behind. As she could not allow Maple to be hit directly in the
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damage field, Sally’s plan was to lure it as much as she could and throw Maple out of
range in the last second. As long as Maple was safe, there was a chance that Sally could
use her skills to survive.

However, before she could put this risky gamble into action, blazing fire and white
light pierced the damaged wings. Just as they thought that they had been destroyed,
something came to where they were and snatched them off of the ground in the nick
of time.

“Payne!”
HMi!"

“Ah, that was perfect timing. [t's been weakened quite a bit. Hard to imagine that it was
done by just eight people.”

“In that case, we might be able to defeat it if we all attack at once.”
What had flown towards them was Payne riding Ray, and Mi, who rode on Ignis.

The two had left the annihilation of the special monsters to the other guild members,
and flown back here. The reason for this was that they had realized that the giant
monster regularly created new special monsters every time its health went down. So
there was no point on focusing everything on the special monsters.

The two of them dodged the swinging arms and flew out of its range.

“The situation will only get worse for us unless we can stop this rain of fire. There are
still some other players left, but once their numbers go down, it will start using that
attack more often.”

“We’ll target its head as soon as there’s an opening. You two be prepared.”

If they went and attacked the head now, the four of them would be hit by the thick,
swinging arms and the fire from the magic circles. However, they needed to get in
somehow, or they had no hope of dealing huge damage.

Maple changed her equipment in order to attack. Her weapons came out and she even
prepared Spirit Cannon for Syrup.
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They continued to dodge for some time after that. The devil’s HP decreased again, and
it staggered with one limp leg. The other leg had lost all of its power as it fell forward.
But it used one of its many arms to prop itself up.

Here, the flames began to spread once again. However, before it hit them, the flames
that were supplied by the special monsters stopped. Right before the third rain of fire,
Dred and the others had managed to finish killing all of the special monsters.

This was too good of a chance to miss. The four of them moved in all at once. They
dodged the fire that flew towards them along with the arms. And once they reached
the faceless head, they unleashed their most powerful attacks.

o

Light Sword of the Holy Dragon’!”

o

Murderous Inferno’!”

Payne and Mi's attacks barely skimmed the sides of their heads as they slammed into
the enemy and dealt tremendous damage. Immediately after, Sally jumped off of Ray
and used her skill to kick the air and get closer. She avoided the gaping mouth and
targeted its forehead.

“‘Quintuple Slash’!”

Sally was enveloped in a blue aura as her chain of attacks cut deeply into the boss’s
head. Then Maple jumped off of Ignis and onto Syrup. And without missing a beat, she
directed her weapons at the devil. With this timing, she could shoot it up with
everything she had without hitting anyone else.

o )'H

Commence Attack, ‘Hydra, ‘Oozing Chaos.” Syrup, ‘Spirit Cannon

traitorAIZEN 172|176



- 'LJ—_L——'J

BB oF v Y AT

-




Mi's attacks made it burn, Payne’s attacks caused damage effects to burst everywhere
as if it was being purified. And Sally’s chain of attacks pushed it even further.

Then there was the rain of countless bullets, poison, and lasers. In the end, Maple
raised her great shields and detonated the weapons on her back.

“Here I go...!I"

The devil’s mouth opened wide in order to crush her. But she continued her charge
with the shield that also swallowed up everything.

When Maple hit the sharp fangs, they were swallowed up, and she pierced the back of
its throat. Immense amounts of damage effects exploded as she came out the other
side.

Sally, who had just finished her own attacks, grabbed Maple and used her webs and
footholds to get away.

“Wh-what happened!?”
“Nice one, Maple. Look.”

Maple looked towards the devil. Its HP bar had gone down to 0. The purple flames
were dying down. Then the giant body turned into light and disappeared.

At the same time, the darkened field began to return to normal. And all the devil
monsters that had been on the map had vanished.

But what was surprising to them, was that they received medals for killing it.
“Sally! Medals! I got medals! Three of them!”
“Hahaha... Well, somehow I feel like we deserve more. But I'll take them.”

Then the other six members of Maple Tree joined them. By the looks of it, they were
all fine. They were tired, but relieved to know that the threat was gone.

“Hey, everyone! What a relief!”

Once Maple had reunited with them, a buzzer sounded, and it was announced that the
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third day had ended.

They had succeeded in surviving for three days. And with that, they were returned to
the original field.

The event was finished, and management looked at the results.
“Huh? What? It was taken down that easily?”

“Yes... Uh, I guess we misjudged how much HP it should have. I thought that it wouldn’t
do to set it too high.”

It was an especially vicious monster that had powerful attacks that affected the entire
map. And it was so huge that most players wouldn’t even want to get close to it. They
had assumed that players would just run around and dodge the rain of fire. However,
if a monster had HP, that meant it could be Kkilled.

If they all charged together and attacked it at full force, its size would then be a
disadvantage, and it would not be able to do more precise attacks.

“We’ll have to think harder the next time we use a huge monster...”
“Indeed... Maybe lower its attack power but raise its HP”

And like that, while the event was finished, management’s work continued.
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